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The Pastor’s Pen - October 2025

Dear Church Family,
And so here we are at the start of another month, and what a month we’ve been living

through. I feel like it would be irresponsible of me to not address the things that are
happening in this nation that we all are certainly blessed to live in. And I can say that with the
experience of having lived in countries where you had to be careful about what you said, and
in the presence of whom. I've had my phones tapped, and I've had my mail gone through and
ripped open, and I've been threatened with being separated from my family. We’ve also had
our home targeted with soldiers coming in the middle of the night with guns drawn, and
having it tear gassed during the day while being under strict house curfew, which meant that
we were not allowed to leave our homes for days at a time without the chance of being shot,
and then only having a few hours to run for groceries when the curfew was lifted.

That’s not an experience that the most recent generations have known if they’ve lived their
entire lives in this country. And I will also say that that’s one of the greatest blessings that
recent generations in the US have never really seemed to realize is something unique, and so
it’s been therefore taken for granted; not by all, but certainly by most. And what I'm
expressing here doesn’t mean that everywhere around the world is so much worse off than we
here. I truly believe that every country has something spectacular to bring to the table, things
that can leave us speechless. AND, there are other countries in the world where people have
actually more personal rights than we here, and they are not tearing each other apart. Mainly
because education is taken seriously.

The fact of the matter is that the issues that we have are ones that many countries shake their
collective heads at and wonder what can possibly going inside our collective minds to allow
what’s going on. For instance, gun violence is not just a problem, but a plague. The United
States is 28t in the world for gun deaths, falling below only countries in Central and South
America, where the gang violence is so bad, that it's created the latest version of our forever
years old immigration problem, which actually started with the country’s founding. (God
forbid to have been Irish in the 1850’s or have been brought on slave boats over those previous
two hundred years!) But you see how one thing can create another? Imagine what would be
different if our government would actually try to deal with the US gun manufacturers who are
selling a great amount of their products to Central and South America; feeding the violence,
which feeds migration. Most things connect along the way, which should teach us that our
actions DO affect the world that we live in; and that could have to do with anything from
recycling or getting an electric car, or engaging with a community organization, or writing to
your congress people, or taking part in a peaceful demonstration, or doing one or more of
countless other things. Naturally, this is the same for regional, national and global levels.



Ultimately, it’s about being a part of a community and taking responsibility for it; AS the
Apostle Paul taught the church is to be, if it's a true part of the Church of Jesus Christ.

At the end of August, I was really trying to listen for the Spirit to tell me what direction our
Scripture lessons should be going in, and what kept coming up was Judges. And I thought
about it, it hadn’t been something that we’d spent very much time in at all, and so I started
getting my resources together. However, since I've really started digging into Judges, I'm
realizing just why it is that that Spirit was pushing me toward the book. As we get into it,
we'll see that we today can easily seem to be in such a period as the time of the Judges. Society
kind of running amuck and divided, most turning their heads from God, with even more
turning their heads from the church and their neighbors; which I do blame in great part the
church for.

[ dare say that we all know what I'm talking about. The assassination of Charlie Kirk, as tragic
as the example is, is unfortunately just one of many examples of the violence that has become
really political in nature, not only societal, and has become sadly pretty regular. Just weeks
before the Kirk killing, the Speaker of the Minnesota house was assassinated in her home with
her husband and dog - leaving two teenagers, the governor’s residence in Pennsylvania was
set ablaze in the middle of the night earlier this year in an attempt to kill him and any
members of his family in the residence. There are unfortunately other examples, with all of
this particular type of violence of course only being divisive and dividing. No matter ‘what
side’ we may see ourselves on, we have to learn from history and understand that division
within society has never ended in a positive way. My personal advice; always check the
sources that you are reading or hearing and be sure that they’re reliable, because most are not.
Take that seriously and ask questions! But the big question in regard to this all is, what can we
do about it, even though I know that we probably more often than not feel rather helpless?

[ do believe that the only way that we can push back on this, is to be the church, but to be what
the church was really always meant to be. I'm going to let Paul take it from here.....

“Now these are the gifts Christ gave to the church: the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists
and the pastors and teachers. Their responsibility is to equip God’s people to do his work and
build up the church, the body of Christ. This will continue until we all come to such unity in
our faith and knowledge of God’s Son that we will be mature in the Lord, measuring up to the
full and complete standard of Christ.

Then we will no longer be immature like children. We won’t be tossed and blown about by
every wind of new teaching. We will not be influenced when people try to trick us with lies so
clever they sound like the truth. Instead, we will speak the truth in love, growing in every
way more and more like Christ, who is the head of his body, the church. He makes the whole
body fit together perfectly. As each part does its own special work, it helps the other parts
grow, so that the whole body is healthy and growing and full of love.” - Ephesians 4: 11-16

Be Good & Do Good,

Pastor Chris



Joys:

*Our wonderful Sandy has a new grandgirl named Clara.

* Sandy Zimmer will be 89 on Thursday.

*Joy for the wonderful babies in church with us.

*Happy birthday to Barb who came from upstate to celebrate with us and the Syvertsen’s.

* Happy birthday to Sam, Greg's mom who is watching online.

*Betsy is happy with the work being done on the graves. Gene Tappen found a 2 year olds grave buried outside the Scout
house. He dug deep down and they were able to get the headstone out of the ground.

*Kathy McGurr's mom, Adora is retiring. Kathy has been helping with the food pantry and loves how everyone is so

helpful and welcoming.
*Many Thanks 1o Rich Hepp and his crew for Power Washing the Church. It looks AMAZING!
* Many thanks to Don Wright for fixing the door in Fellowship Hall and for staining it... It looks like new.
*Today is Thomas McGurr's 13th birthday!
*Tuesday is Karen Willmott's birthday.
*Rich, Irene, Helen and Ted wenl to see Noah at Sight and Sound. They really enjoyed it.
*Marty is happy to see Jan back in church.
*Jan credits her doctors and physical therapists for their help with her surgery and recovery.
*Howie happy for folks who helped the book sale. Today is half price.
*Zack and Natalie have a joy that Danica sat up by herself.
*Bonnie also has a great joy, her new granddaughter, Ava Ann. Congratulations to the whole family,

Concerns:
*Prayers for all the firefighters working in Clinton Road fire.

* Karen Dumont a former member of our church and sister of Elise Finn is now on hospice at Mira Vie,
*Linda's nephew Ted has stage 4 renal cancer and needs our prayers.
*Kathy McGurr is happy to be back and is asking for prayers for Dorothy who has a brain tumor.
* Travel prayers for the Hepp brothers.
*Prayers for the world and our country.
*Prayers for Jan Halvorsen’s recovery from total hip surgery. Jan is home after surgery and rehab.
* Prayers for Fran Ehrhardt's recovery from her TIA.
*Dan saw a horrific auto accident on Macopin Road on his way to church this morning. He has a joy for the daily
devctional by the Carmelites that he listens to each morning.
*Greg's voice is a little strained after teaching five year old's in Paterson all week.
* Myrtle's son in law Rob is finally home. Praying he won't need a hospital for a long time.
*Prayers for Red McDowell who had surgery last week.
*Prayers for Nancy Harm who had surgery this week and is now in the ICU.
*Howie's grandscn Jake's friend, Nolan (13) has been diagnosed with an aggressive form of cancer.
Kristen's neighbor, Tom who has 2 young boys and his wife was just diagnosed with pancreatic cancer. Prayers for both
of these families.
* Michaela's Uncle Bob's dad, Michael died.
* Linda's nephew Ted is not doing well.
* Carol Hashimoto fell off a stool in her kitchen and fractured her right wrist and is in a pretty green cast for six weeks.
*Heide (she helps in the food pantry). her sister, Valerie, who lives in Germany. Heidi is asking for prayers for her husband
and teenager as well as Valerie. Apparently had to be brought back to life three times just to get to hospital. Her heart
and lungs are very weak and the outcome is unknown at this point. Heidi's frustration is,of course, that she is too far away



SESSION’S REFLECTIONS

OCTOBER 2025
SUBMITTED BY BETSY ENGELHARDT, CLERK OF SESSION

We will be looking forward to the following events in the months ahead:

Outdoor Blessing of the Animals — October 4, 10 to 11 AM. Will move indoors if raining.
Collection of the Samaritan’s Purse Operation Shoe Box throughout October — if you need a
shoebox, grab one from the library.

Start up of Confirmation Classes with Pastor Chris for our teens and pre-teens.

World Communion Sunday on October 5 with Oak Ridge and Ringwood joining us.
Consecration Sunday on October 26 — details of our pledge campaign heard throughout Oct.
Productions by WM Players scheduled each month — October thru December

WM Farmer’s Indoor Winter Market on the 2" Saturday of the month starting Nov thru April.
Virtual Community Auction delayed until March 2026 — March 4 through 8.

Wm. Association is always hard at work planning their next outreach event.

Pastor Chris announces the various fund raisers that are sponsored throughout the year for
both West Milford and Oak Ridge. We all know how very important our large fund raisers are
in helping to produce a balanced operating budget for our church. The same holds true for
Oak Ridge. It is important for us not to lose sight that we are in a shared relationship — each of
us committed to covering half the cost of some of our most costly items that keep our church
doors open. Supporting each other’s fund raisers is essential in keeping this shared
relationship viable and vibrant. Hoping we will see our congregation support their Golf Outing
and buffet dinner on October 23. If you don’t golf, | can attest how delicious the dinner is,
served in a beautiful setting. Most importantly, if you can help with a sponsorship to this
event, please reach out to Pastor Chris.

Looking forward to leaf peaking season with our surrounding mountains ablaze with God’s
vibrant colors. Even the smell of Fall is different than other seasons, filling our senses with the
beauty the next few months can bring. ENJOY IT WHILE IT LASTS!

k72




October 2025

Dear Church Family,

Here we go again as we do at this time of the year; when we talk about budgets for the coming year and
how stewardship of the church is a responsibility that each of us carries. Blah, blah, blah... We've all
heard it before. So instead, I'd like us to consider all of this from a bit of a differing angle and try to
consider what it would mean to this community if the Presbyterian Church was no longer viable and had
to close its doors, like so many churches already have. Would it be missed?

Clearly the first thing that would come to our minds, I'd hope, would be that this place that we gather at
would no long exist for us to be a community in. No more Sunday services, no more weddings or
baptisms, no funerals or funeral luncheons. No genuinely safe space to come to with our families, or our
children or our grandchildren. No more Christmas Eve’s. That would all just be no longer there and
would instead just become a part of our fond memories. There would be no rummage sale, and there’d be
no Senior Saints, or Women’s Association, or Bible Studies, or Food Pantry, or Farmer’s Market, or Ladies’
Tea, or a place for the West Milford players, or Boy Scouts, or VBS, or Aunt Jenny’s, or dinners or coffee
hours, and I know that the list could go on.

One of the things that I think about, and this very well may be the nerd coming out in me, but I often think
about the church in years past; when the buggies would pull up in front of the church to drop folks off
before parking, and I'm sure that the men, just like most men today would always be the ones to do that
task. The women would be wearing dresses to the floor, with some also wearing what we’d label as fancy
hats. The men would always be in their Sunday finest, and there’d always be a lot of kids running around,
and someone would always notice the way they were acting and be dismayed at the kids being kids.

In many ways, the church has changed and progressed. Can you imagine the stories that those church
walls could tell from over the course of their two hundred years?! But, in other ways, the church is still
very much the same; it's a community of people that sees our lives interconnected and reliant upon each
other, as well as sensing and understanding the reliance we have on our God. Understanding that this life
does take a village is also a big part of that, and then of course, that the church is essentially the center of

that village.

Pledge cards that will be collected on October 26t will be readily available......... Also, please understand
that when the Finance Committee receives your pledge card, that it's that information that helps them to
form the budget because they will be able to know what will be available to create said budget. Therefore,
we ask that you prayerfully consider how you feel called to support the practical needs of your church.

In Christ’s Service,

Pastor Chris, Betsy Engelhardt and Rich Hepp



2026 PLEDGE CAMPAIGN

Come join us during worship throughout the month of October as we learn the words to the hymn
COME, LABOR ON. Just to show a few verses, it captures this year’s pledge theme: there is work to be done,
but the reward is great!

Who dares stand idle, on the harvest plain The toil is pleasant, the reward is sure;

While all around him waves the golden grain? Blesséd are those who to the end endure;

And to each servant does the Master say, How full their joy, how deep their rest shall be,
Go work today. O Lord, with Thee!

Pledge cards will be made available at church, or the copy below can be completed and mailed to the office.
We will recognize these contributions during Consecration Sunday on October 26. Now is also the perfect time
to consider giving your weekly committed offerings online. Just visit the church website www.wmpchurch.org
and click on the GIVE ONLINE TAB on our home page.

COME, LABOR ON
a In response to God's love and as a concrete expression of my faith in and commutment to Chnst and His E s =
ﬁ Church, I make the following pledge for 2026: Woest Milford Preshyterian Church - f; o |3 4
T ENVELOPE = 1432 Union Velley Rocd, & i a |8
] 4 West Milford. New Jersey, 07480 -} H’S “@ |G E;';
= D Check for pledging by credit card or v1a 97°3)-"28-3081 : 5 |3 |85
) auto-withdrawal from checking. mEm g 5 o
= 45'
a 1PLEDGE § per( iweek [ )month { )vear TOWARD GENERAL EXPENSES P . |2 j
€3] IPLEDGE § per (_yweek { )month { ) vear TOWARD BUILDING PRESERVATION (=] A~ (=3
3 Please print. DATE. EMAIL: 4 713 3 8%
) NAME PHONE o m |
o~ Qs |7 =
: T - O — o
Address = CELL= W g
o1 ﬁ i 2
Ciny Stare ZI? Code
This commitment may be revised or cancelled at any time at my written request.
COMMITMEXNT TO CHRIST MEANS MORE THAN FINANCIAL SUPPORT. BOXES
CHECKED BELOW INDICATE HOW I'D LIKE TO OFFER MY TIME AND TALENTS.
o Serve on the following committee(s) D
&~ . . :
- CHURCH COMMITTEES D Lay Reader duning worship service
@ Christian Education Nominating [] Usher ' Serving C ;
= Congregational Life Outreach R J ST RO
g Finance Personnel D Food Pantry
= Membership Propertv
- Mission Worship Music [J Church School
¥ Joint Church with Oak Ridge ;
™ D Elder or Deacon (circle one or both)
S List of descriptions of committee work [___’ Choir
N .
can be found in the church office. OTHER TALENTS:




DEACONS DOINGS SEPTEMBER 2025

We gathered for our September Deacons meeting. We discussed upcoming church events
that involve Deacons. Firstis the celebration of World Wide Communion. Each window of
the sanctuary will host a display from a certain country. The communion table will be set.
Soon it will be time to set the Communion table for the Harvest service. Then, on to Advent
celebration.

Deacons are the “people” connection of the church. There are many phantom pew seats in
the church. Where are these people? Why do they no longer come? Do they have other
plans? Sports for children? Easier to stay home? Do not find the message pertaining to
them? No transportation? Feel that we have forgotten them?

Thanks to Linda who has sent many cards and made phone calls to parishioners to note
birthdays, illness, thoughts of love. Many people are already being reached by our
members. We will continue and increase our efforts.

“We miss you.” “Are you fine.” “Would you like someone to visit you?” “Do you need
assistance in transportation?” “Do you just like to get out?”

If you know of anyone who would like a card, call or visit, please remind us.

Marty Tappan, moderator

martytappan@hotmail.com




SUNDAY SCHOOL DOINGS

Sunday School has gotten off to wonderful start!

As both classes welcome both old and new friends; we explore God's word.
Both classes have received the message of the Fruit of the Spirit learning CHURCH
of how God wants us to act and help and love one another. We also have SCHOOL
been exploring what Peter and Paul and disciples did after Pentecost. We are learning that

Peter was the Rock of the Church and that Paul through his letters explains how we are to

spread the Word of God.

Hope you have noticed how involved Sunday School is in the life of our church. In
September, the older class did collection and served Coffee Hour- thank-you to our families
who made delicious treats! This month, the younger class will be doing the collection. Each
month the older class attends communion, which helps in their understanding of our faith.

IMPORTANT DATES:

October 4th Blessing of the Animals
October 5th Family Service at 10:00 at West Milford
NO SUNDAY SCHOOL

October 19th Younger class doing Collection

November 2nd  Family Service at Oak Ridge
NO SUNDAY SCHOOL

Miss Dale and Miss Kathi thank-you for the privilege of presenting God's Word to the children of

Qur church.




October WA newsletter

September 15, 2025 was the fourth anniversary of Aunt Jenny's Attic. We
are so grateful for the joy we receive at our “store”. Old friends come in
and we have been blessed with many new friends. We hear stories about
old West Milford and about our church history. It is just wonderful! Plus
we make money on the donations we receive. Some of our donations are
given to the Auction, the Sunday School, the pantry, clothes and shoes for
those who need them, Easter eggs and decks of cards to the American
Legion and our church. We are also able to pay our electric and gas bill,
pay for items such as a new American Flag, tree removal, our shed (thank
you Hepp's and Senior Saints), Easter breakfast, plants and soon our new
front doors. It is all good!

Happy Anniversary Aunt Jenny's Attic.

On October 18th we will be selling cotton candy and popcorn. Hopefully
we will do as well as last year. | encourage everyone to attend this fun

event.

November will be a very busy month at our church. The pantry will be
assembling Thanksgiving dinners, the players will be performing, our
Harvest table will be set up and our Christmas with our Sweet Stop-hint
you will be asked to bake, the Deacons Cafe plus packing up Aunt Jenny's.

If you are inclined to help with any of these things just come on over.
Believe it or not we have a lot of fun working together and it’s all for a
good cause- Our Church.

_
Blessings, Linda " *
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l"* ‘\' 4 Pantry News October 2025 "" ‘.' i

The first day of fall (autumnal equinox), was September 22 when day and
night had equal hours. To many of us we welcome the gorgeous color
display Nature gives us around this time with the changing colors of the
leaves, the crisper temperatures and the bites into a fresh apple we have
picked ourselves. To the folks that need help from the pantries in town, all
those feelings are tempered with the thought of higher heating and electric
bills, less produce coming from their own gardens or from helpful
neighbors. In addition to seasonal maladies that end in costly doctors visits
there are school clothes to buy, snacks and money for activities required so
their children don't miss opportunities or feel left out. There is no question
because of all this that the Pantry will be busier, money that has been
donated will be stretched thinner and what we offer will decrease. We at
the pantry see this happening already as our treasury has shrunken to
barely sustainable levels. Looking not too far ahead, Thanksgiving is right
around the corner on November 27. A holiday we see presented on TV with
happy families around a table groaning under the weight of the turkey with
all the sides and desserts. A day characterized by the word “plenty”. We are
starting to work on the menu for Thanksgiving and hoping, no praying, for
enough food to give the families we serve maybe not a groaning table but
with enough to make it feel special. In order for that to happen we would
be thrilled beyond words for your help. This could be by money or
donations or food. In coming weeks we'll have in the church bulletins a
suggested list of items that would be used to fill bags for those requesting
help with Thanksgiving dinner. Just drop what you want to donate in the
pantry or leave it in the bin outside the kitchen doors. Thank you in
advance for your generosity and for the compassion you always show for
those who struggle. The pantry team




WMPC SIXTH ANNUAL

‘ MARCH 6-7, 2026
VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED!!

Although our 2026 Community Online Auction is five months away,
we need to find some great volunteers now to help us succeed with
this year’s event. The auction has become one of the church’s major
fundraisers which will not only support our community services but
also help contribute to our general expenses that cover the upkeep of

our church.
We are looking for a VOLUNTEER:

who is comfortable with a computer and data entry

« who could help with mailings

e who likes to write creatively

e who likes to take pictures

¢ who enjoys creating gift baskets
who is comfortable with talking with businesses about donating

e who is comfortable writing small grant proposals for sponsorships

e who knows companies that provide outdoor adventures that would be willing to
provide services: kayaking, paddle boarding, water skiing, hikes, garden tours,
fishing, or party boats and more

e who can offer a wine tasting or knows someone who can

¢ who can offer a class in cooking, baking, candy making, crafts or knows someone

who can

This is just the beginning - we’re open to your suggestions! If you have time, we'd love to
add you to our team. Please contact us! Thank you!!

Betsy Engelhardt & Roberta Schmidt, Auction Chairs
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The Passaic County Sheriff's Office

Invite you to the
Fourth Annual

HARVEST
FESTIVAL

 OCTOBER 18

12pm-4pm
Bubbling Springs Park
1468 Macopin Rd,
West Milford

m‘.




West Milford Players presents

Rocking Through the 70’s & 80’s

a

o ® ® 9 o

PERFORMANCE DATES

Friday, October 10" at 7:30pm
Saturday, October 11" at 7:30pm
Sunday, October 12" at 2:00pm

LOCATION

West Milford Presbyterian Church
1452 Union Valley Road, West Milford, NJ

American Ticket Prices

¥ gggg; Adults - $17.00
{ =
s S Students / Seniors - $14.00
collected in memory of To pUI'ChESE tickets, please go to:
Alicia Holmes. www.westmilfordplayers.org

Feel free to bring a non-perishable food item for the
West Milford Presbyterian Church Community Food Pantry

*




West Milford Players are holding auditions for

+
lalidoy
i 1 J’.} 11 ly d vl?!

Sing Along

& Show

AUDITION DATES
Thursday, October 2" - 7:00pm - 9:00pm
Saturday, October 4" - 10:00am - 12:00pm

LOCATION
West Milford Public Library

1470 Union Valley Road, 2™ Floor, West Milford, NJ

Please prepare your favorite holiday song for auditions.

You may audition with a pre-recorded track or sing a capella.

PERFORMANCES ZWest
December 12", 13" and 14™ Milford

For more information, please email WMPholidayshow@gmail.com.
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