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The Pastor’s Pen - May 2026

Dear Church Family,

Can you believe that it's May!? As we await the truly warmer weather, which is just around the
bend, I invite you to keep in mind the message of Easter. Perhaps out taking a walk, or driving
down the road, take note of the new signs of life that are in abundance right now; the leaf buds on
the trees, the early flowers starting to pop out of the ground - the daffodils have already come and
gone. But remember, as the sights are seen, always keep in mind the new life that we have in Christ,
which means that our lives are always in a process of renewing, just as nature is, but for us, it’s
because of Christ’s sacrifice on the cross. We are immensely blessed!

I wanted to take a moment to put in front of folks this last sermon series we're wrapping up now but
have been in for some months; looking at the more spiritual aspects and questions of our faith
tradition. With one parishioner, in conversation on the subject, I was told that they saw this series as
super important, because these were the topics that everyone thinks about, and what often keeps
many away from the church; mainly due to a lack of understanding. And I can agree with that
wholeheartedly, because after growing up in the church with no understanding of these topics, I
wasn’t willing, or wanting, to be a part of what I understood to be the church pretty much as soon as
I didn’t have to be. I always say that somehow, I found myself back in the church through a kind of
back/side entrance that’s not often used, but that it was the lack of understanding that kept me
away from the front door.

Now the big reason why I bring this up, is because from various articles and some statistics that I've
seen, as well as additions on Sunday mornings, younger people are now beginning to turn to the
church, with sometimes not ever having gone growing-up. For some it’s a desire for community
and to be a part of something bigger than the self, seeing the church as a more wholesome part of
ourselves. The church is also seen as good for children. But then, at the same time, there has to be
understanding of the basic principles of the church provided. For some years, everyone thought that
the way to draw in younger people was to focus on changing the approach and music of the church
to something more contemporary. However, for the mainline churches that tried that, it usually
flopped because they just weren’t very good at it. The focus seemed to be more about entertainment
than anything else, which is really not what worship is supposed to be, due to entertainment
naturally being focused on what the self is enjoying, and so the focus is not on God and is therefore
not worship.

However, as times change, that focus is starting to fade, and now it’s turning more toward the actual
message being put forth from the pulpit; as the focus of church was always meant to be. Basically,
it's returning more to what it is that a person can take out the front door with them, perhaps
something that can help them get through the week. It is still of course about the community, and is
especially about being open and welcoming, but the message is what is now back to the spotlight.



Now, all of this to say, the lessons over the last few months are ones that are always good to review,
because they do give reasonable and logical understanding to some of the most foundational, yet
often misunderstood, concepts of Jesus Christ, Christian teaching and the church. And so, I invite
folks to do something of a review. There are copies of all of the sermons available which can then
help prepare for the effort of answering some of those questions that will invariably come when
speaking to those younger in our lives who have rejected the church, but who you may love to see
re-engage. The sermons are a tool for learning and growing spiritually, but then also to prepare us
for God puts in front of us. Take advantage of this!

This May we also have the excitement of Confirmation Sunday in which three of our younger folks
are joining the church. I'm sure that we’'ll all want to be in church on May 5t to officially welcome
them into the church. There will be cake!

And as the warmer weather starts approaching, we're getting busy with what’s next on the roster;
most notably the rummage sale, but then also bingo. The rummage sale efforts will begin in earnest
this month, which is always such a monumental task. Even though, somehow, each year it comes
together and is a smashing success. The Bingo Committee has been meeting and is putting together
all that needs to be put together to get Bingo started this summer. Our plan is that it will be held
weekly at the Oak Ridge Parish House on Fridays. I know that there has been question as to why
not in West Milford, however, after looking at the church calendar, WMPC has the wonderful
problem of being a very busy place. If we are to run Bingo once a week, we need to have a
designated evening that is free continuously throughout the year. Due to all that goes on at WMPC,
that’s an impossibility. We have discussed having ‘Special Bingo Events’ in West Milford, but we
need to get the regular game set up first.

Some are also asking why it is that we are working to get bingo started to begin with. Most will
easily recall how tiring the rummage sale is, with questions every year of the congregation getting
older and not so sure that we’ll be able to continue with what has been going on for so long. A few
weeks ago, I found an old telephone directory that was put together annually with the Oak Ridge
church and was a great stream of funding for quite some time. But then times change, and other
things needed to be developed. One of those things was the annual auction.

Because of the times that we're living in, we need to take new funding streams seriously, because it
can very much mean the long term health and viability of the church. It is something that we'll all
need to chip in and help on. We'll need six to eight people to help weekly with the various tasks. If
folks who can, will be willing to help out once or twice a month for a few hours, the staffing will be
taken care of between the two congregations, and a possibly very lucrative revenue source will have
been created. If folks have any questions, by all means, you know where to find me.

And finally, I'll leave you with these words of Paul's.

“Fix your thoughts on what is true, and honorable, and right, and pure, and lovely and admirable. Think
about things that are excellent and worthy of praise. Keep putting into practice all you learned and received
from me, everything you heard from me and saw me doing. Then the God of peace will be with you.”
Philippians 4: 8&9

Be Good & Do Good,

Pastor Chris
























West Milford Presbyterian Church

Vacation Bible School

Must Register in Advance!

JULY 13-17,2026
6:00-8:15pm
Ages: 4-12 yrs

1452 Union Valley Road
West Milford, NJ

Call: 973-728-3081
Email: wmpchurch@gmail.com



West Milford Presbyterian Church
2026 VBS REGISTRATION/Permission Slip

Name: Date:
Address:

Email: School Grade Completed:
Phone: Cell: Age:

Has my permission to attend Vacation Bible School during the week of July 13-17, 2026. Please provide phone
number and name of contact in case of emergency during the period of this event:

Does the attendee require any special medication or have any medical problems which the Advisors
should know about? If so, please list:

In case of medical emergency, | understand that every effort will be made to contact the parents. In the
event that | cannot be reached, | hereby give my permission to the physician selected by the adult
advisors to hospitalize, secure proper treatment for, and to order necessary medication, anesthesia or

surgery for my child as named above.
My child is allergic to (please list foods, medications, etc.)

The parent or Guardian signing in the child MUST also be the one signing them out

unless staff is notified in advance. (Kathi — 973-534-9838)

Circle One
Yes, | give permission for my child’s picture to be published in local news.

No, | DO NOT give permission for my childs picture to be published in local news.

| hereby release the West Milford Presbyterian Church, Minister and Staff from any liability concerning
the actions of my child’s participation in the event, including transportation between the event and the

Church.

(Signature of Parent or Guardian)















reporting variances by presbytery, the fact that 100 NWCs have chartered as congregations, and other
variations in classifications, such as how to classify the 50 campus ministries that are receiving NWC

funds.

“New worshiping communities are the place where new disciples are coming into the church — and
they are coming.” — Nikki Collins

The program has invested over $15 million since its inception and provides leadership training,
mentoring, funding and other resources for new worshiping communities. Collins estimates 35% to
55% of the people who are participating in NWCs were either previously unchurched, de-churched or
not a Christian at all.

“New worshiping communities are the place where new disciples are coming into the church —and
they are coming,” she said.

Immigrant congregations strengthen Presbyterian vitality

Her office has been closely tracking demographics in NWCs as well. Over 70% of communities
supported by the 1001 New Worshiping Communities throughout the life of the program are still
active. Among immigrant and refugee NWC communities, that number is closer to 80%.

Nearly 50% of NWCs have been started among immigrant populations.

Nearly 50% of NWCs have been started among immigrant populations. These groups, Collins said,
are more connected to the PC(USA) as a denomination than their Anglo counterparts because they
came from places that were affected by PC(USA) and its world mission. Itis, she said, the fulfillment
of a phrase used by the PC(USA)’s former Stated Clerk, J. Herbert Nelson, Il, “the mission field come

home.”

“[Immigrant NWCs] just don’t quit when the grant runs out,” she said. “Among our immigrant new
worshiping communities and those that are primarily people of color, there are 14 different languages
spoken. | think those are beautiful signs of hope and call for us to think about how we really welcome
people who have chosen to make the USA their home and the PC(USA) their spiritual home, because

there’s a lot of vibrancy there.”
New worshiping communities thrive on Presbyterian hospitality

Another factor in the growth of new worshiping communities, and an explanation for the high rate of
those joining the PC(USA) and/or being baptized in these fellowships, is the broad range of
acceptance offered by the denomination that is lived out by those forming NWCs.

The growth of new worshiping communities and other expressions of church continue to provide hope
—even if the church is smaller, more focused on local mission, and not as connected to the national
denomination.

“Many of our new worship communities are focusing on and led by people who have left
denominations where they were not accepted or welcomed, and they have come to the PC(USA)
because we are,” said Collins.
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NATIONAL
DAY OF
PRAYER

Thurs. May 7 th
12 Pm: W.M. Town Hall

4 Pm: W.M. Board of Ed.
/7 Pm: The Wallisch Estate




For the National Day of Prayer

The National Day of Prayer that we observe today was begun back in 1952 by an Act of Congress.
This sense of need for such an observance came from perceived threats to the country due to the
Korean War. There have been, however, many other days earmarked for the encouragement of
prayer by the Congress, going all the way back to the 2nd Continental Congress at the birth of our
country. The most famous of these days established is by far Thanksgiving, which we all know is a
day to thank God for all of the blessings provided, aligning with traditions of Harvest Festivals in
Europe. The first Thanksgiving, although we all know the story of the Pilgrims with the Native
Americans, was actually established in 1862 by Abraham Lincoln in an effort to bring the country
together. Although it didn’t work out that way for Lincoln, in later years and with later
generations, it clearly did become the day that Lincoln had envisioned.

Today, the National Day of Prayer has taken on many forms, with those many forms often
reflecting theological backgrounds, as well as political and social stances. Some will feel
comfortable with one form or another, whereas others may see this instead as a kind of private
meditation day about our nation, in which we also consider where God is in that picture. And I
will add, that that specifically is something that I would encourage us to do on a very regular basis
at least, and not just one day out of the year.

Below is a prayer that may help in that process of lifting-up to God the joys and concerns we hold

about out nation.

Dear Lord, on this day, we lift-up the great joy of blessing that all citizens of the United States
should feel about where it is that God has placed them. When we compare the realities of so many
around the world, we do recognize that we should never feel as if you are far away from us. We
recognize the freedoms that do exist, the resources that are in abundance, as well as the
opportunity that is vast. As your children, we recognize your role in all, and we are thankful.

We pray that your blessing continues. We pray that those who are hungry, in whatever form their
hunger is, find sustenance in relationship with you. We pray that those who do not have stable
homes in which to live peaceably, find a home in your church. We pray for those challenged by
addiction, to have the strength to overcome. We pray for safety on our streets and in our work
places, and we pray for an attitude across society that reflects your Golden Rule. We pray for all
those who are in service to their communities; for health care workers, teachers, pastors, social
workers, emergency service workers, etc. We pray that your wisdom be instilled into decisions
made by those in positions to make decisions on behalf of local and regional communities, as well
as the nation. And we pray for our national role in the global community which is your Creation.
We pray for your justice, your equality and for your guidance in all that we do, and in all that is

done in our name as a people.

Amen.






