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The Pastor’s Pen - March 2026

Dear Church Family,

Well, well, here we are at the start of another month. Lent has begun, the snow has not finished
itself, and everyone is getting anxious for spring. If you think about it, the natural season seems
to be following right along with the church season. Just about everyone that I speak with
quickly mentions how they’re so tired of the snow and cold. Sure, it looks nice from the inside
of our warm nests, but to have to go out in it, we seem to need a better reason than when the
weather is pleasant. And so we're starting to dream about spring; when the trees will be full of
leaves, flowers will start popping out of the ground, the smell of spring will be in the air and life
will start anew. When it comes to the church season, Lent is that time of honest reflection, facing
sometimes hard truths about ourselves, which can be a cold experience. But then, we come to a
new place, after all of our personal unpacking and repacking, where those issues or questions
are put to rest, cleansing those from us, and just in time to celebrate the renewal of our
relationship with God through Christ’s sacrifice on the cross, and life will start anew.

This season of Lent, we're delving into what is really meant by spirituality. I think we
Presbyterians pride ourselves on being able to look deeply into Scripture and see not only our
deep connections to it, but how it truly speaks to our lives. That’s a very Calvinistic approach to
faith, meaning; the more we understand, the closer we will come to understanding the
importance of having a healthy relationship with God, and therefore work toward that. But
then there’s the other side of that coin, and that other side is really more about the ritual and
spirituality of the faith, much of which was tossed aside during the Reformation. And so in an
effort to have us consider the more spiritual aspects of our faith, and especially during this
season of Lent, we're focusing on the big questions about purpose and existence.

The other thing that I wanted to begin on the first Sunday of Lent, but couldn’t because of that
darn snow, is the posing of a couple questions each Sunday that we’ll prayerfully consider
throughout the week. The goal is that those questions aid us all in looking a bit more deeply
into ourselves, which of course is the purpose of Lent. Be on the lookout for them on Sundays at
church, they’ll be on strips of paper inserted into the bulletins. I thought that by having them on
a separate strip of paper, they’d be ready to stick up on the fridge, or some other place that’s
seen multiple times a day in your home, so that they can be a constant presence during the day.
And I'll end this note by making note of how we have now missed FOUR (4) Sundays of in
person worship. 1've met no one that says they can remember a winter when such a thing has
happened! And I make this note for your consideration in regard to regular offerings to the
church. It takes a village....

Be Good & Do Good

Pastor Chris



Joys:

*Very cold, sunny morning, and we pray everyone is safe.

*Thanks to Don that Joys & Concerns 2/8/26folks who stayed home due to the cold
can join us on Facebook.

* Betsy is asking for auction donations and help with this event. It is a big fundraiser
for our church.

*Nice to have Troop 44-G here and helping with the service.

*Thanks to all who baked cookies and those who bought them. We raised $224.00.

*Great joy for Levi's baptism. God watch over this little boy.
Joy that Levi will be getting a cousin in July.

*Arianna McGurr is 11 tomorrow.

* Myrtle Teichmann is 11+ on Wednesday.
Happy birthday to both of them.

*Rich Hepp commented on the great show last night presented by the players. They
both pay us and support our fundraisers.

*Barbara Nesta is now in Mira Vie and would love a call. Her number is
973-507-7491

*Red had a small stroke yesterday and is now in Chilton. Get well quick Red.

*)ane expressed concerns for our world that we all share.

*Chris told us Nadeem got stuck in Florida because of storm. He drove up work his
shifts and then drove back to Florida on very little sleep. Thank goodness he is ok.

*Jan's son got stuck in Puerto Rico for an extra week but is now home in Boston.

Concerns:

*Red McDowell is in Milford Manor having wound care and rehab.

*Annette is asking for prayers for her brother Douglas who had a heart valve
replacement.

*Cheryl -Prayers for friend Janet who has a second bout of breast cancer to
conquer.

*Prayers for our world and our nation and the chaos around us.

*Kathy McGurr asking for prayers.

*Karen Willmott was in the hospital overnight with an inflammation in her colon.
Thank God that “Kenny the kidney” is fine! She is home now on antibiotics.
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SUBMITTED BY BETSY ENGELHARDT, CLERK OF SESSION

Early in our February Session meeting Jane Moser was introduced as the new moderator of
Deacons. She has served other congregations in this capacity and is excited for the work
ahead at WMPC. The Directory for 2026 Deacons is as follows:

Jane Moser — Moderator

Ruth Allen — Treasurer

Sue Connolly = Ushers

Linda Fredricksesn — Corresponding Secretary & Communion

Helen Kershaw — Greeters

Pam McGlashen — Secretary

Cheryl Mooney — Christian Ed

Myrtle Teichmann — Memorial Fund

Audrey Van Kooy — Flowers
Thanks to all for leading our church in all the important work the Deacons undertake.

Finance committee is looking to reduce the 10 separate bank accounts our church manages
down to a more manageable level. This will be a work in progress. The large Legacy CD
managed by the Wm. Association has been renewed for another 13 months. Our snowplow
expenses up until the Feb 22 storm totaled over $6700. Donations towards this fund for every
storm we encounter would truly be appreciated.

Pastor Chris has worked hard on securing a gambling license for ORPC — literally years in the
making! He has gotten commitments from 3 WMPC reps to serve on a Bingo Committee.
Thank you to Jan Halvorsen, Kathy McGurr, and Pat Wright for volunteering. So far, Nancy
Harm from ORPC has committed to serve. Two more volunteers from Oak Ridge will be
needed to get this critical fundraiser established which will benefit both church budgets.

Easter holy week events will start the end of March. Looking forward to great attendance at
the many worship opportunities during this important time for our church. Looking forward
also to the arrival of Spring weather!



The Deacons’ Corner

Greetings to all from the Board of Deacons!
Many thanks go to those Deacons who retired from the Board this year:
Dawn Syversten
Marty Tappen
Karen Willmott
Pat Wright

We are grateful for their dedication and service. They retired from the
Board but not from being Deacon. Once a Deacon always a Deacon!

Let us introduce you to the new members:

Ruth Allen

Pam McGlashen
Cheryl Mooney
Jane Moser

We had our first baptism of the new year. Levi William Wesley, great
grandson of our very own Linda Fredrickson, was baptized on Sunday,
February 15.

The previous Sunday we celebrated Valentine's Day by giving out flowers to
the ladies. It has been said that the Deacons are the heart of the Church.
We demonstrate this be greeting those coming to services, ushering,
preparing and serving communion, decorating the church with flowers and

seasonal items and by myriad other ways.
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See you in church! i aTVICE
L DERCOR CORKER
Shalom, Jane Moser IPDATE
Moderator '

" And what doec the Lord require of you'” To act firetly and to love merey and fo walk humbly
with Your Cod.” Micah 6:5



WA MARCH 2026

Spring cannot come fast enough for me!

Well we have another Fish and Chips in the books. It was a fun evening
with great food and nice fellowship. | want to thank everyone who
helped to make it a success. ShopRite was once again wonderful to us.
Remember them when you need groceries. Also Richard'’s Funeral
home once again donated the cost of printing the tickets.

Set aside March 5, 2027 for our next Fish and Chips.

Just so life doesn't get boring we are now working on our Tea Party on
April 18th. Women at the fish and chips were asking me when they can
get their tickets and the price. | told them we are just now having our
fish so they have to give us some time. It's a popular event.

Aunt Jenny's Attic continues to get some beautiful donations and meet
with old and new friends. Stop in and say hi.

After trudging through ice crusted deep snow and shoveling out the
doorway we were able to get some Easter items out of our shed. Used
a sled to pull it over to the shop. Nothing can stop us!

Snow is melting now and the mountains made by the plows are
getting a little smaller. Hopefully they won't get built up again.

Blessings, Linda



SUNDAY SCHOOL DOINGS

We were right!! On Super Bowl Sunday, our congregation raised $43 for
the Seattle Seahawks, the winning team, and $35 for the New England
Patriots. But the real winner for Super Caring Sunday was our Food
Pantry as all the monies and the 13 cans of soup collected went right to
the food pantry. Thanks to our Confirmation Class who gave us a
wonderful demonstration on the difference between the Super Bow! and

Super Caring Sunday!

This month leading up to Palm Sunday, Holy Week and Easter both
classes have been exploring Jesus' calling of the disciples and the
teachings of Jesus. The lessons are presented through bible readings,
games, and crafts. Parent pages are sent home to re-enforce the lessons.

IMPORTANT DATES

March 1 10:00 service with Oak Ridge at WMPC
Sunday School will be held
March 15 Miss Dale’s class to do collection
Miss Kathi's class to do coffee hour
April 5 Easter Service-Family Service
NO Sunday School

Miss Dale And Miss Kathi are so blessed to have your children each
week so that we may hear the Word of God together.

\ SCHOOL



Sign Up For Easter Flowers

Be a part of welcoming Spring and the Joy of the Resurrection.
Join your words with others in the Church in praise, to thank,
or in remembrance, The Deacons want to thank you in
advance for helping to beautify our church and sharing

your words with our church family.
Tulips @ $8.00 or 3 for $19.00
Hyacinths @ $8.00 or 3 for $19.00
Daffodils @ $8.00 or 3 for $19.00

Total

Name

Message

Please make checks payable to WMPC Deacons and return it to

the church office or Pat Wright by Sunday, March 29", Thanks



THANK YOU!

WEST MILFORD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH'S 2026
FOOD DRIVE
Raised: $78.00 + 13 items + 5 Ibs of food

Thanks to your efforts this year, more dollars have been raised, more
lives have been changed, and the nation has seen the impact of people
working together to help those in need. Thank you for working to
transform the time around the Big Game into the nation's largest
celebration of giving and serving.

Wednesday, February 11, 2026

A\\yﬁ S

Alison Reese

Executive Director

Tackle Hunger: Home of the
Souper Bowl of Caring




March in the Pantry

First we all want to thank you for participating in the
predictions for the Souperbowl. This led to a contribution of $78,
some soup cans and a box of Mac n Cheese for our pantry. Borrowing
some words associated with March - these will go into our pot at the
end of the rainbow. The rainbow symbolizes the heartfelt
contributions from you all and the pot of gold represents our treasury
that holds those donations until they're used to help falks in the
community worry less about providing food and more about planning
how to move ahead into better situations. In other words, a time
without worrying constantly about what bills to pay and how much
food they can afford to buy.

Easter will arrive on April 5th. We are once again asking for
donations of food to put together into a special holiday meal. We can't
solve all the problems that families bring to our door but we can offer
with your help, a variety of nutritious food for their table and make
their holiday more joyous. We are asking for:

Cans of pineapple

turkey and chicken stuffing

mushroom soup

ranch dressing

boxed cake mix and icing

boxed mac n cheese

jelly beans or other Easter candy
In addition, if Shoprite is offering hams or roaster chickens for free
around Easter and you don't need any, please remember the pantry.
We would love to have those!!!

" Thank you in advance!
i
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A PC(USA) statement on the escalating war with Iran

Sustained diplomacy, accountability and multilateral engagement are what’s needed

Image

March 2, 2026
Office of Public Witness
Presbyterian News Service

We are deeply troubled by the expanding military assault on Iran and the widening regional war it now
threatens to become. As Christians shaped by the reconciling love of Jesus Christ, we grieve every life lost and
every family now living in terror. Decisions of war and peace are measured not in political claims but in human

lives.

The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) has repeatedly affirmed that war must never be
entered into lightly. Military force must be a last resort, and international disputes must be addressed through
sustained diplomacy, accountability, and multilateral engagement grounded in international law. Our General
Assemblies have called for negotiated agreements that constrain nuclear proliferation, reduce regional
tensions, and prioritize civilian protection.

We are gravely alarmed that this expanding military campaign is already resulting in civilian casualties and
retaliatory strikes across the region. Reports that civilian infrastructure, including schools, has been struck
heighten our alarm and underscore the devastating human cost of escalation. The people of Iran, many already
living under repression and economic hardship, will bear the brunt of destruction, displacement, and fear.
Families across neighboring countries now face renewed instability and the prospect of a widening war.
Civilians, not political leaders, will suffer first and longest. History warns us that regime-toppling interventions
and open-ended military campaigns often unleash consequences far beyond what leaders anticipate.

We affirm clearly: the Iranian government’s repression, corruption, and human rights abuses are real and
grievous. Our opposition to this escalating military action is not a defense of authoritarian rule. Nor does our
concern end with another nation’s abuses. Every government, including our own, is accountable for how it
wields power, and democracies must guard against actions that erode the rule of law and constitutional

restraint.



Rather, our opposition reflects our conviction that bombs do not create democracy, and airstrikes do not build
just societies. Lasting peace and freedom require sustained diplomacy, support for civil society, regional de-
escalation, and accountability under international law. Our church has long urged:

* renewed diplomatic engagement rather than military brinkmanship

« congressional oversight and adherence to constitutional war powers

» protection of civilians as a moral and legal priority

* serious investment in nonproliferation and multilateral agreements

* a foreign policy that reduces, rather than expands, cycles of retaliation.

As Presbyterians, we confess that true security does not come through military might but through justice,
restraint and accountability. We call for an immediate cessation of further military escalation and for a return
to sustained diplomacy grounded in international law. The stakes are too high for impulsive action or open-
ended conflict. We pray for wisdom and courage among leaders, for the people of Iran, for Israelis and
Palestinians, for U.S. service members, and for all who may suffer as a result of this decision. And we recommit
ourselves to Christ’s call toa be peacemakers in a world too quick to reach for war.

**And last, but not least, a good read from the Presbyterian News Service

Reading fiction and growing in faith

The Rev. Dr. Doug Basler, an author who serves First Presbyterian Church of Grimes, lowa, appears on ‘A Matter
of Faith: A Presby Podcast’

February 20, 2026
Mike Ferguson, Presbyterian News Service
LOUISVILLE — How can our faith grow and be challenged through fiction?

That was the initial question that the hosts of “A Matter of Faith: A Presby Podcast,” Simon Doong and the Rev.
Lee Catoe, posed to the Rev. Dr. Doug Basler, the pastor of First Presbyterian Church of Grimes, lowa, and the
author of “All Swirling and Weaving: Reflections on Reading Fiction and Growing in Faith.”

“It’s a great question. It’s central to what I'm trying to do in the book — to introduce fiction as a way of
spiritual formation,” Basler told the hosts. While many people read fiction for entertainment, “I think fiction
can form us and shape us,” he said.

It's no accident that Jesus used parables to teach people about the world that God envisioned, according to
Basler. “Years ago | heard Russell Moore say, ‘It’s one thing to believe in the forgiveness of sins,’ quoting



from the Apostles’ Creed,” Basler said. “It’s another thing to say, ‘There once was a man who had two sons,
quoting from Jesus’ parable of the Prodigal Son.”

“I'm a pastor in Des Moines, lowa, a Preshyterian pastor, and | believe in the forgiveness of sins, certainly,”
Basler said. “I believe that what we say is true in the Apostles’ Creed, but I think Jesus knows how our hearts
work and how our imaginations work. He tells a story to help us reshape and retune our understanding of who
God is,” this “loving father who embraces his wayward children.”

In the parable, “God is doing a new thing. There’s a party going on, and [the religious leaders who first heard
the parable] are standing outside complaining instead of joining the party,” Basler said. “This small story works
on multiple levels and has the power to shape our imagination and shape our thinking.”

As Doong pointed out, part of faith is the ability to imagine — to imagine the world as God intends it and to
imagine what it means to be a faithful follower of Jesus. “The parables aren’t real,” Doong said, “but Jesus uses
them to remind us of these very important lessons.”

When we’re bombarded every day by bad news and incendiary social media posts, “fiction tends to flatten
things out. It can remind us there’s a bigger world out there than what we’re consuming,” Basler said. “Fiction
can awaken our own stories in ways we typically don’t expect or aren’t necessarily looking for”

For Basler, one of those moments came a few years ago when he read Wendell Berry’s “The Memory of Old
Jack.” An installment in Berry’s Port William series, the book tells Jack’s story through his memory of
purchasing a second farm decades before even though he didn’t need it. The decision leads to complications
throughout Jack’s life.

“I’'m a pastor, not a farmer, and so | didn’t want more land,” Basler said. "But | wanted more people. | wanted a
bigger congregation. | thought it would mean | was successful.”

“| saw in Jack’s ambition my own ambition,” he said. “It awakened my own story and forced me to ask tough
questions about what am | doing, why am | doing it, and what’s my motivation?”

“I believe the Holy Spirit used that novel to show me some areas of my life where | was heading off track,” he
said. “I was just reading a book by an author | love.”

“I really do think [reading] fiction can be a practice of hope,” Basler said. “We see all the struggles out there
and we think, what difference can little old me make? Fiction looks at the details of someone’s life, and it’s a
nice reminder that the little things do matter.”

Sometimes we read to escape the world around us, “but | think it's more than that,” he said. “It’s preparing us,
shaping us, equipping us to be hopeful and to act in courageous ways.” In his 12-chapter book, Basler writes
about a dozen works that reflected his reading list for the last couple of years.

In the first chapter, he looks at Claire Keegan'’s short stary, “Small Things Like These,” in which Keegan, who's
Irish, writes about the Magdalene Laundries scandals. Pregnant girls who were kicked out of their homes were
taken to convents that provided laundry care for the community. “There was all kinds of abuse where these
young girls’ children would be taken from them and put up for adoption,” Basler said. Critics called it modern-

day slavery.




Keegan tells the story through the eyes of the local coal merchant, who one day finds a girl locked up in a coal
shed. “He sees the girl and it wrecks him,” Basler said. “It’s a secret that everyone in town knows about, but

nobody is courageous enough to do something about.”

For Basler, what’s powerful about “Small Things Like These” is “l would have watched a two-minute news
broadcast about the scandal, and it would have hit me like everything else does that day. | would have
forgotten about it,” he said. “But reading this story, it gets under your skin. | got invested in this man’s life and |
got to know who he is and who is family is.”

Another chapter is on Toni Morrison’s “Sula.” Basler said he grew up watching such films as “Remember the
Titans,” which tells the story of a racially integrated football team. “They work it out throughout the movie,
and in the end everyone is happy,” Basler said. “Toni Morrison’s novels are different. She doesn’t have nice,
clean, neat endings.”

“It’s a reminder that while we may love happy endings, for a lot of people the endings weren’t happy,” he said.
“It's a correction on some of the ways stories can be told.”

Asked by Doong whether there are questions we should be asking while we’re reading fiction that can help us
grow in our faith, Basler hesitated. “Part of me wants to be careful and not turn reading fiction into some kind
of homework assignment where we use it to get something out of it,” he said.

It can be as simple as paying attention while reading, he said. “What am | thinking as | finish a paragraph or a
chapter? What am | feeling as I'm reading? Just to notice that, or maybe jot down a note as you're reading,” he

suggested.

It can also be helpful to read a good book with other people. One Basler participates in annually with a group
of pastors “opens up parts of the book | didn’t notice” and “the ways it impacted other people.”

“You have to do a little reflection yourself and you get to hear from others. One idea bounces off another,” he
said of that approach. “The church I'm at now has a book group. It’s a cool way for the congregation to come

together”

“Fiction opens up emotion when maybe we didn’t expect it to,” Catoe said. “I think creativity has so much
power right now, and | think it’s helpful that you're framing fiction as a spiritual practice.” Catoe said he looks
forward to reading more fiction throughout the year ahead.



LENT 2026

Ash Wednesday

February 18, 2026

Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of tha Season of Lent, It is @ season of
pananca, retlection, and lasting which prepares us for Christ's Resurrection
on Eastar Sunaay, Iheough which wa attain redamptian.

Ist Sunday of Lent
February 22, 2026

2nd Sunday of Lent
March 01, 2026

3rd Sunday of Lent
March 08, 2026

Laetere Sunday
March 15, 2026

5th Sunday of Lent
March 22, 2026

- HugotSeminarista

Palm Sunday
March 29, 2026

Maundy Thursday
April 02, 2026

Good Friday
April 03, 2026

Holy Saturday
April 04,2026

Easter Sunday
April 05, 2026

n D n d@HugoSem



FROM THE COMMITTEE CHAIRS OF THE 2026 COMMUNITY VIRTUAL AUCTION

ROBERTA SCHMIDT, CHAIR / BETSY ENGELHARDT, CLERK OF SESSION
With the auction going live the first week in March, we want to acknowledge the success of
this year’s event will not have been possible without the help of our auction committee
members. Some pounded the streets for the past 6 weeks getting donations & sponsors from
our local businesses. We totaled over 170 individual donation items that were used as catalog
items that stood alone OR were added to theme baskets to enhance their appeal & value.

THANK YOU
£ THANK YOU TO THIS THANK YOU
To our creative gift wrapper o
TR W GREAT AUCTION To those that invited
— COMMITTEE friends and family
ey 1 CAROL HASHIMOTO to join the fun.

For all our bidders during the | RICH HEPP i —
| auction event. KATHY McGURR | THANK YOU
B KIT RUSINACK . To those that dropped |

THANK YOU JANET SARGENT } flyers around town.

To the Women’s Association, CATHY SCHOPP O ——————

Deacons, and individuals for CARQL STANHOPE THANK YOU
the cash donations that let us RRAREN STRER For those who cleverly
shop to supplement our DEBBIE TRUSZ came up with theme
auction catalog. PAT WRIGHT baskets & donations of
their own.
THANK YOU
To those brave and generous folks willing to THANK YOU
pull together and host a fun experience for To our valuable sponsors who
folks to enjoy — be it Vacation Rentals, String | help boost our fundraising
Cheese Making, Chili Prep, Lessons, Water
Adventures, meals prepared and hosted at THANK YOU
various locations to name a few. These To the ladies at Aunt Jenny’s who
events are very popular, great fellowship, look for donations that are “auction
and breadwinners for the auction. worthy” and send them our way.




Friday, March 27th, 2026

e

. 8:00pm Show Doors open at 7:30pm

T

~ Served Dinner & Show Included:
T Salad & Bruschetta * Penne Vodka
Choice of:
* Eggplant Rollatini, Potato & Vegetable
* Chicken Francese, Potato & Vegetable
* Cod & Shrimp in Plum Tomato Sauce, Potato & Vegetable
* Prime Rib, Potato & Vegetable
Cannoli & Coffee

) S

-

.

3
~ Complimentary Glass of Wine or Soda with Dinner “\’d
BYOB additional Soda & Non Alcoholic Beverages can be purchased at Restaurant o

'!&2' $65 per person plus processing fee
ﬂ}.l‘ _Reﬂaurant gratuity & tax included e
L] ‘.ﬁw
Tickets purchased online at: www.mystericalplayers.com e

' " > Solve the crime, win a prize - Tables of 4-6 - Limited to 50 tickets -;‘;f{i*
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