~FOR HEAVEN'S SAKE~

Volume 19 Issue 5 June 2026

Dear Church Family,
Greetings and blessings! I do hope that this finds everyone well, and well aware of God’s blessings

in this life, keeping in mind that even when the blessings are small ones, they're still significant and
that’s because it’s those small blessings that will sometimes pull us through our day. Whether it be
a check-in with a friend, or a quiet cup of coffee in the morning, they need to be fully recognized
and realized as a source of God’s strength being gifted to us.

My grandfather, who was a teenager through most of the Depression in the 1930’s, was one of 12
children, with his mother dying in childbirth with the 12th. My great grandfather then raised the
children as a single parent, having the older kids help a lot with the younger. He once told me how
on Sunday;, if his father had the money, and only on Sunday, his father would buy one apple and
one orange and bring them home and cut them into 13 equal portions, and with that, they would
know that Sunday was a special day. I don’t think my grandfather ever wasted an apple or an
orange in his life.

For him, and for so many of that generation, what they had was often seen as a blessing to
acknowledge and never take for granted. I fear that we have lost a lot of that lesson that those
before us learned in such a hard fashion. In the early church I believe that that was something
understood much better than we understand it today, and even better than my grandfather’s
generation understood it in their lives. _

When the church began after the Pentecost almost two thousand years ago, life was much harder in
many ways, but then at the same time it was much simpler. The difference between the wealthy
and the poor was extreme to say the least, not that we're far from that reality ourselves, but the
level of life that folks were living at that point in time was really more about basic survival than
we'll ever know. BUT, because life was much simpler, the blessings of life when in relationship
with God through Christ became much more visible, with very little being taken for granted. That
in turn then encouraged folks to show their thanks much more openly...which resulted in a very
different attitude toward life and relationships in ones’ home, neighborhood, and then the
community and then the greater community. And then that in turn would join people together so

Over the course of this summer, there will be lots of opportunities for everyone to get involved with
the church family, whether it be the Rummage Sale, or the Food Pantry, or VBS, or the joint worship
services this summer, or bible study, or our Annual Picnic, or Book Group, or a host of other
projects that are happening all the time. And certainly, we should never take this community for
granted, because it is one of God’s great blessings. It’s my prayer that we will grow ourselves
closer to how the early church understood being the church. You know, before the Romans took it
over. But that’s a different story, for a different day. BE THE CHURCH!

Be Good & Do Good,

Pastor Chris



A confession in a time of reconciliation

Office of Public Witness asks Presbyterians to urge a no vote on the reconciliation package now

before Congress

“God of justice and mercy, you call us into right relationship — with you and with one another. Yet we
confess that we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves ...”

In 2 Corinthians 5:19, Paul reminds us that “in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself ... and

entrusting the message of reconciliation to us.”

Reconciliation, in our faith, is not merely a legislative tool — it is a holy calling: to

restore right relationship, repair what is broken and seek peace grounded in justice. Yet this week,
Congress is using the word “reconciliation”to advance a budget that widens division, deepens
inequality, and prioritizes coercion over compassion. As people of faith with concern for our neighbors
and public responsibility, it is time to act and tell members of Congress to uphold their commitment to
promote public policy that uplifts the communities who elected them to serve. What is at stake in this
moment is not only policy — it is the moral direction of our common life.

We confess that a federal budget is a moral document — a kind of collective prayer that reveals what,
and whom, a nation values. In this reconciliation process, we hear a troubling confession: there is
always funding for enforcement, but never enough for care. This is not the reconciliation of Christ. It is
not the restoration of right relationship, but a deepening of imbalance.

The current Senate reconciliation proposals make these priorities unmistakably clear. There is
significant new funding toward enforcement and militarization, including $38.2 billion for Immigration
and Customs Enforcement (ICE) and between $22 billion and $26 billion for Customs and Border
Protection (CBP), along with additional funding for the Department of Justice, the Department of
Homeland Security, and the Secret Service. Altogether, this package represents approximately $72
billion in new spending. At the same time, the broader budget framework calls for $1.2

trillion in additional defense spending over the next decade, including nearly $250 billion in increased
spending — about a 27% surge — in a single year.

At the same time, recent reconciliation policy — and the trajectory this package continues —

has required deep sacrifices from programs that sustain human dignity: $700 billion in cuts to
Medicaid, limiting access to healthcare, a $90 billion cut from SNAP, and $294 billion in changes to
student loan programs. Meanwhile, tax policy has reduced federal revenues by $4 trillion to $5

trillion over the next decade.

In this moment, we confess that we have confused fear with faith, mistaken control for peace, and
funded walls while neglecting neighbors.



We must speak prophetically as we approach this moral moment. Budgets are not abstractions; they
shape real lives. When billions are directed toward enforcement and exclusion while food assistance,
healthcare, and educational opportunity are diminished, we witness not only a set of fiscal decisions
but a wound in our shared life.

The Reformed tradition teaches us that God’s sovereignty extends over all of life, including the ordering
of our public and economic life. The prophet Isaiah warns against such choices: “Woe to those who
make unjust laws ... to deprive the poor of their rights.” The Confession of 1967 reminds us that “God’s
reconciliation in Jesus Christ is the ground of the peace, justice, and freedom among nations which all
powers of government are called to serve and defend.” The Brief Statement of Faith declares that we are
set free “to accept ourselves and to love God and neighbor.” Reconciliation, therefore, is not abstract.

So we confess, as a people, that we have too often been silent when budgets harm the vulnerable. We
have permitted our national priorities to drift from the demands of love and justice. Yet confession in
our tradition is never the final word. It leads us toward repentance, and toward new life.

Therefore, we affirm that true security comes from justice, not domination. We affirm that human
dignity must guide public decisions and budget priorities. We affirm that reconciliation requires
investment in relationships — in healthcare, nourishment, education, and opportunity. A faithful budget
would invest in people with at least the same urgency that is now given to enforcement and
militarization. Such choices would reflect a commitment to right relationship and shared flourishing.

Therefore, as people called by God toward reconciliation for us, our community, the nation, and the
world, we call on Congress to reject this reconciliation package.

We urge people of faith to speak to their senators and say no to $72 billion in new enforcement funding
without corresponding investment in human needs, and no to expanding ICE and CBP at the expense of
life-sustaining programs. We call for advocacy that insists on a different vision — one grounded in care
over coercion, healing over harm, and justice over imbalance. And we call the Church to witness boldly,
proclaiming that a budget is a theological statement, and that this one calls for faithful correction.

reconciliation package. Votes are imminent and your neighbors need you to speak up now.



Joys:

*Joy that Riley, Victoria and Thomas are our three new confirmands. The three expressed thankfulness for their
confirmation

* Riley, Victoria and Thomas have all made the Honor Roll in school

* Thomas was joyful that it's his mom’s {Kathy McGurr) birthday

* Joy that it's Dale’s birthday also

*Kathy Holley was joyful over the birthdays of her grandchildren , Lucas age 16 and

* Madelin age 18 who will be graduating High School

*Happy Mothers Day to all the moms, grandmoms and great grandmoms.

* Happy Birthday to Will Connolly, Steven Muzzillo, Andrew Sargent

* Betsy was happy to celebrate with friends and family at Amanda’'s baby shower. She is now eight months pregnant
and doing well.

* Roberta is proud of her niece, Sophia graduated yesterday and will be going on for her Master’s and then her PhD.

* Myrtle's granddaughter Lindsey graduated yesterday out in Ohio.

* Linda’s granddaughter Katharine got her Masters on Tuesday.

*Rich and Irene went to see Shrek last night and it was great. Thirty five children and adults are in the cast.

* Many lovely May birthdays to celebrate. Today 5/24, is Greg, tomorrow 5/25, is Linda and a bunch of others were
called out,but too fast to get them all.

Concerns:

*Annette asks for prayers for her brother John that he gets stronger

*Jan's grand daughter Nora will have her operation on August 11 and so asks for prayers that she stay healthy until
then so the operation can take place

*Prayers for our world, that it finds unity and peace

*Kathy McGurr’'s dad, John is having a cardiac procedure done. Prayers!

*Steve Sargent's coworker, David Melsom has liver cancer.

*Andrea’s coworker Tim is having surgery for mouth cancer. Also wants lots of prayers for her family.

* Myrtle’s daughter Bonnie is having a surgical procedure on the 19th. Many prayers that problem is found and
treated successfully.

*Prayers for peace in the world, our streets and our homes.

*Annette is asking for prayers for her friend’s brother Steward is undergoing chemo.

* Jane's friend Carol needs prayers for problems with health and family.

*Sophia is not with us today because she had her four wisdom teeth removed on Friday. Feel better, Sophie.

*Linda Sibson had a heart attack on Monday and then had quadruple bypass surgery. Sending prayers for healing.

*Annette’s brother Douglas died this past week. Prayers for the family.

* Thanks on this Memorial Day week end to all who gave their lives to keep us free.




SESSION’S REFLECTIONS

JUNE 2026
SUBMITTED BY BETSY ENGELHARDT, CLERK OF SESSION

In May, Elders and Deacons met for an annual joint meeting. It is a time where the leadership
of the church brainstorms ideas and discusses goals and objectives for the year. With Pastor
Chris as our guide, we considered answers to the following questions:

How do we become the church we want to be?

How do we grow the church?

How do we increase participation?

What is church leadership and how do we increase leadership?

Where do we see the church in 5 years?
Hopefully we will be able to put into practice some of the suggestions offered during the
morning meeting. Other topics will prove to be a work in progress. We recognized the church
is not just the pastor and leadership, but everyone who choses to worship with us. With
everyone’s help we can accomplish the goal of being a stronger and more vibrant church in 5

years from now.

With the school year winding down, we’ll be recognizing our church school during church
school Sunday on June 7. Ms. Kathi and Ms. Dale work long hours during the school year to
ensure our program is vibrant, fun, and relevant. Next their focus will be on Vacation Bible
School in July. Volunteers have been found and planning meetings have already taken place to

ensure another successful VBS for this year.

Pastor Chris will be taking a rare vacation week beginning June 1, missing only one Sunday on
June 7. Great timing since the Sunday School will be planning the Sunday service for that
date. We wish Pastor Chris a restful and rejuvenating time away.

As is the tradition this time of year, all hands-on deck are needed for our annual Rummage
Sale. This proves the largest fundraiser for our church and is looked upon with great
enthusiasm by our community. Doors are open every day to welcome volunteers to help sort,
organize, and price out the thousands of donations. No experience needed — anyone there
will help get someone started for how ever long they can stay to work.



WA June Newsletter

What a joy to see the trees turning green and the plants coming to life!

Aunt Jenny’s Attic is busy every day with folks unpacking and sorting
clothes, shoes and handbags. Some of us love setting the sale up and
others think we’re crazy. To each his own.

On the 21st our amazing Senior Saints will set up the tables in Fellowship
Hall and on the 23rd the garages will be emptied and the real work begins
in all the buildings. Come join us. I’'m excited!

If you are up by the garages make sure you check out Sophie’s Eagle
Project- It’s wonderful and also very special.

Remember we can always use help setting up the rummage sale. An hour,
a morning or an afternoon- everything helps. It’s a lot of work but also fun

and fellowship.

We do need help on the actual sale days. Workers get coffee, tea, bagels
and a free lunch. So join us on June 19,20,21 and remember it’s all for
OUR church.

Blessings, Linda

C M‘

ummage
ﬁ = sedale



WZO0O0O>P MO

Corner
The Deacons Corner

“June” from “The Vision of Sir Launfal” by James Russell Lowel
“And what is so rare as a day in June?

Then, if ever, come perfect days

Then heaven tries earth if it be in tune,

And over it softly her warm ear lays.”

The month of May was one of special celebrations, including
Confirmation Sunday and Mother’s Day. We look forward to
Pentecost (joint service at Oak Ridge) and Memorial Day, with
flags displayed.

During the Rummage Sale, June 19-June 21, you are invited
to stop in at the Deacon’s Cafe with Servers Kathi and Dale for
a delicious bite to eat, a cold drink, a friendly smile and a
cheerful chat!! Of course, any Sunday worship service at
WMPC is rather special, we look forward to you joining us.

See you in Church,
Jane Moser

Moderator, Board of Deacons

Deacons Doings



Sunday School Doings

Hope you were able to attend or watch our Confirmation Service. Depite some mishaps,
the service was very inspirational! The three confirmands did a wonderful job with their
readings, especially their Statements of Faith. Welcome Victoria, Thomas and Riley into our

Church family!

It’s hard to believe that Sunday School is just about over for the year. We will celebrate our
year at Sunday School Sunday, June 7, with the theme of Jesus is the Light.

This year both classes concentrated on the teachings of the New Testament. We started
with what happened after Penetcost, then going back to the birth of Jesus, the teachings of
Jesus, Holy Week, the Resurrection, followed by Ascension Sunday and ending with
Pentecost. Creative and fun methods were used to bring the Bible stories to life.

Our children continue to serve the church through: doing collection, serving coffee hour,
planting flowers, offering Bagel Bags and passing out handmade cards to the women of our
church for Mother’s Day.

VBS -True North- is coming July 13-Ju y 17!! If you are interested in helping it is not too late!

See Miss Dale or Miss Kathi and come to the VBS meeting on June 14-right after church.
Don’t forget to register your children, forms are in the church office or see Miss Kathi or

Miss Dale.

IMPORTANT DATES
June 7 Sunday School Sunday
June 14 VBS Meeting
July 12, Mandatory VBS Meeting
july 13-17 VBS VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
July 10:00 Worship at WMPS-no Sunday School
July 26 Church Picnic
August 10:00 Worship at ORPC-no Sunday School

September 13 First Day of Sunday School

See you in Church, Miss Kathi

Miss Dale and Miss Kathi are so blessed to meet with your children each Sunday. Thank-
you for your support.
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Food Pantry News p %

We'd love to encourage you through the month of June to donate
toiletries to the pantry. We've already explained that that families
can't use SNAP to purchase these things so let's help them out and
donate from the following list: men's and women's soap in bar
form, liquid pump, or bodywash men's and women's shampoo/
conditioner toothpaste including kinds for sensitive teeth, soft
toothbrushes mouthwash Q-tips cotton balls razors for
men and women shaving cream men's and women's deodorant
women's feminine products like pads or Tampax Baby soap/
shampoo/ creams, baby wipes

Soap can't wash away all life's troubles but it can take away one
group of items that won't need to be purchased because of your
generous donation. Thank you in advance for your kindness. If
you're interested in joining us please let one of us know. We'd love
to have you in our group!

They are Pat Wright, Roberta Schmidt, Helen Kershaw, Dale
Hamilton, Marty Tappan, Kathy McGurr, Jan Halvorsen, Kathy Holley
as translator, Carol Stanhope and myself, Bonnie Seufert. In
addition those not from the church are Rose Bates, Carmin, Bob
Jandura and Heide Jandura.



West Milford Presbyterian Church
Vacation Bible School
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Must Register in Advance!

JULY 13-17,2026

6:00 - 8:15pm
Ages: 4-12 yrs
1452 Union Valley Road, West Milford, NJ

Call: 973-728-3081

Email: wmpchurch@gmail.com



June 19th, 20th,
& 21st
Friday & Saturday
9-4
Sunday 11-3

1452 Union Valley Road
West Milford NJ 07480
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