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The Pastor’s Pen - December 2025

Dear Church Family,

As I'm sure most all of us do, when we get to this season, floods of memories of past
Christmases will float through our minds, hopefully often causing a smile to come to our faces.
I'll think about Christmases past with family members that are no longer with us and perhaps
haven’t been for some time. On Christmases at my grandparents” house, which is always
where we had dinner, my grandfather always had to have a mincemeat pie. He’s the only one
that would ever eat from it, but he had to have it. He was the type that would eat tongue and
headcheese sandwiches. My first Christmas away from all of that was my second year in
college which found me in Jerusalem with a bunch of folks without family or tradition to
celebrate. A few of us decided that we would not forego the holiday and so we got a Christmas
tree (it was more of a branch than an actual tree), and we decorated it with paper chains and
some other craftily designed ornaments, and then we planned our Christmas dinner. Around
the table was a grouping from New York and Philly, Kenya, Germany, Israel and a Palestinian.
Each of us brought something so it was more of a potluck, but it was different from what I'd
always known, and just as special.

I always think too about our first Christmas with our first born. He was already 10 months,
and we spent so much time getting him the correct toys that would start him on his way to
being something brilliant. And when I say we spent time, we really did visit every bustling toy
store in Bethlehem, and there were always many. We got him a rubber ball that doubled as a
globe of the world, a house about the size of a shoe box with various shaped pieces, with each
shape designed to fit into a specific hole in that roof. We got him some simple puzzles and a
few other things. I wrapped everything all nice and neat and put them out of his sight, not that
that was difficult. And then the only thing that he was actually even remotely interested in on
Christmas morning was the wrapping paper. That was actually a good lesson.

And of course, there are plenty of memories made at whatever church it may have been before
finding ourselves at WMPC. Naturally, midnight mass for me growing up, but then since
becoming a pastor, there have been a handful of memories and Christmas experiences to truly
hold onto. Christmas being canceled because of snow; that happened a couple times in Iowa,
but then here in the state of New Jersey we get to Christmas during Covid. Remember how
when it first started, we all assumed we’d be back to church by Easter? Christmas service over
Zoom was what I was able to do, so we did, but it was also probably the weirdest church
experience for a Christmas for me that ever was.

This Advent and Christmas time, I believe, is a time for us to think about what the birth of Jesus
Christ so long ago from us now actually means, with us specifically directed to think about



Hope, Joy, Peace and Love, and how they play into what really is the world’s biggest birthday
party each year.

I do invite and encourage folks to really consider what the birth of Christ meant and continues
to mean to the world and to us personally. For I don’t think that any of us could ever try to
deny that the birth of Christ did change our world like no other birth or event. Think about
that; no other birth or event. Perhaps we should also be asking, what would the world be like if
Christ had never come to us? That one should definitely push us to consider the possibilities,
as frightening as I'm sure they would be.

So rejoice! Rejoice in what God has done for us, in leading us back to him. Starting with that
birth in a cave surrounded by farm animals. A most remarkable birth to say the least!

Be Good & Do Good,
Pastor Chris
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Concerns:
*Concerns for our world and for everyone with cancer and other ills.
*Kathy McGurr's mom, Adora had gall bladder surgery this week. Get well soon Adora.
*Jan Halvorsen's former coworker, Mary had back surgery and is now in Helen Hayes hospital.
*Kit's sister, Tracey had some cancerous spots removed. The doctors feel they got it all.
*Bill said Hunter had been diagnosed with schizophrenia. Prayers for him and family.
*Ken Dykstra asking for prayers friend in WV
*Kit's aunt Shirley and her knee replacement.
* Irene had some dental work done and now has TMJ. Feel better soon Irene.
*Helen Kershaw is having eye surgery on Tuesday. Prayers that all goes well. Q
*Travel blessings for Ken & Gladys as they drive to WV.
*Karen Willmott is having a procedure on Wed. to stop her hand tremors. Her head will be shaved and we
pray that it will be successful. P d er
“Mary Macheska's son in law, Leslie is having a stem cell infusion to help his neck pain.
*Barbara Bueno is also suffering from teachers dilemma, with a respiratory infection that now involves her %es B
ear too.
“Cathy Schupp asked for prayers for the family of Rick Lindoff who passed away.
*Mary Michelotti asked does prayers for her niece, Claire who is having a rough time and for her caregiver
Rebecca.
*Rich Hepp announced our well has bacteria again so don’t drink the water. It will be treated.
*Zack and Natalie has to say goodbye to fur baby, Molly on Thursday.
*Although not a member anymore, Kurt Wagner was for 46 years and fell and broke his hip and will be in Rehab for 6 weeks. Need prayers
*Annette’s sister, Carol was in the hospital with a heart problem and is home now having her oxygen levels monitored. Praying she'll be better soon.
“Kathy Holley's long time friends are dealing with possible placement in long term care for husband's dementia. Prayers for John and Doreen.
*Victor Webb is in Chilton. Prayers for his recovery.
*Mary Michelotti's friend’s husband, Don, is undergoing chemo and now has to have an appendectomy. Pray for healing.
" Sandy Smidt's cousin, Cindy, lost her husband. Prayers for the family.
* Riley's dog Scobie, is not doing well. Praying he'll feel better soon.
*Rich’s frat brother, Chuck, has frontal lobe dementia.
*Michaela's aunt's best friend, Marcie, is in a coma and has heart failure.
*Helen's eye surgery went well on Tuesday but she had a scary episode on Thursday that sent her to Chilton. She feels fine now but will be seeing

her doctor on Monday. Praying for good news.

Joys:

*Joys for Gladys and Ken’s 62nd wedding anniversary and Kit's daughter got engaged last night.
*Betsy gave a wonderful presentation on the history of our cemetery. We thank her for taking on this project

as well as her other contributions to our church.
*Thank you to our Veterans Jack Delatt, Ken Dykstra, Red McDowell, Jeff Ehrhardt, James Bean,Ted Kershaw,

Dan Mullins.
*Kathy Holley- glad to be home after watching over her sister and then grandchildren. She’s happy that her

two grandchildren are doing ok after car accident.
*Mary Macheska’s daughter and son in law, Michele and Eric welcomed 9lbs plus Dylan James on Thursday.

Congratulations to the new family.
*Jane is excited that her great grandson, Max is 3 years old today.
*Bonnie thrilled that a man stopped her and said he got a check from the government and spent it all on

food for the pantry. He left before she could even get his hame. People are so kind.
*Pam suggested we have a sign in parking lot on location of pantry donation box, since a women in a car

didn’'t know where to go so she brought her donation to another pantry.
*Irene- Sophie is 17 on Thursday and will be taking her drivers test. She Passed
* Wesley Pierce had surgery last November and in Feb. for epilepsy and has been seizure free for a year.

Also a new baby arrives in January. All good news.
*Kathy McGurr is happy that she can function after her car accident 10 years ago that resulted in a fractured neck.
*Greg is picking up lots of germs from students, a teachers dilemma. He also thanked the choir for their great singing.

*Marty wished Tina congratulations on her new job as manager of the WM Columbia bank.

*The scouts raked all our property. They do a lot of things for the church. Thank you scouts.
*Kathy Holley has lots of scrip to sell and it brings money into church.

*Sunday School children are hosting coffee hour today.

*The Christmas Bazaar and craft show was on Saturday It was a wonderful day!
“Thanks to Carol Stanhope for the beautiful harvest table. She left Florida and came to set it up and then left for London. Shows love for our church.
*Thanks to all the folks who baked for our Sweet Stop, made a lot of money for our church. Thanks also for the "gang” who set it all up.
*A great joy that Heide's sister in Germany that we have been praying for woke up after six weeks and is doing great. A miracle from our Lord.
*Karen's procedure went very well and since her hand is steady she can carry her tea without spilling and once again write her name.
*Jane will be 94 on Thursday and Ruth will be 94 on Saturday. Happy birthday to these two wonderful women!
*Kathv McGurr's mom is home after her suraerv.
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It is hard to believe the end of 2025 is nearing. The church has the excitement of Advent to
look forward to in the coming weeks. Children’s Christmas Pageant will be held on Sunday,
December 21% and special music is planned for our Christmas Eve Service at 9 PM on
Wednesday, December 24™. A Blue Christmas Service will be offered at 3 PM on Sunday,
December 14 at the Ringwood Community Presbyterian Church offering a feeling of hope to
those that may be in despair during the holiday season.

Year-end also means work to be done by Session:

- The Personnel Committee completed their yearly performance reviews for staff members
Pastor Chris and Sandy Muzzillo. Comments from Deacons and Session were solicited in
advance as part of the process and salaries were reviewed for the coming year.

- A review of our membership rolls by the Session Clerk is completed before year end to
ensure our records remain current. We value every member of our church — even those who
may be unable to attend services or participate in the life of the church. The process of
moving someone from membership begins with a review by Session. If it is deemed a person
or family has moved on for a reason, a letter will be sent asking if membership should be
moved to a FRIENDS list. This special list allows us to remain in contact with people, including
them in monthly newsletters and news blasts containing important details within the life of
the church. Moving off the membership rolls keeps our records relevant and helps Presbytery
and PCUSA understand how to plan & offer programs based upon the church populations they
serve. No one will be removed from membership without permission, or lack of response
from our letter.

- Finance Committee will be working to create a balanced budget for the new year. Pledging is
an important element in this process because it gives the committee an expectation of funding
they can expect to receive. If you have not yet pledged, we urge you to do so ASAP along with
checking to make sure your PER CAPITA fee of $48/member has been paid BEFORE year end.

We are happy to announce three families will be joining our membership rolls. We welcome
the Michelotti, Bean, and Semeraro families. We look forward to more new members in the
year ahead. Wishing everyone in our church family a Merry Christmas.



DEACON REPORT
November 30, 2025

Six years of my serving as a Deacon is coming to a close. | certainly have gained, or been informed, of my Deacon
duties. Deacons are the caring arm of the church. We reach out to those in need, have an illness, family crisis, or just a
reminder that we are thinking of you. When | reflect, this is what we as a whole congregation do each Sunday. During the
Passing of the Peace, we greet each other in the congregation. Joys and concerns allow us to share information on
members such as illness, birthdays, loss of a pet, or in need of prayer. This is then posted on the church email. At coffee
hour we again reach out to others. Perhaps the congregation is the Phantom arm of the Deacons

During the Christmas Bazaar, the Deacons served lunch to shoppers and vendors. Again, there were Deacons and other
women working.

For Thanksgiving Sunday, a harvest table was created. Many thanks to Carol Stanhope. Windowsills displayed gourds
and fall flowers. Thanksgiving is a time of sharing and caring. We can greet anyone with “Happy Thanksgiving.” We
share a meal with friends and relatives and are not expected to bring a gift.

Advent Sunday began this Christmas season. Our sanctuary was beautifully and lovingly decorated. Chrisoms adorned
the two trees on the altar. They were lovingly made by Diane Erickson. The trees were donated by the Van Hooker family
in memory of their mother, Phyllis Van Hooker. A person in the community recently passed. Her vast collection of
nativity scenes was given to Aunt Jenny’s Attic. We can see a few of them displayed on the sanctuary windowsills.

My thanks to Karen, Myrtle and Linda for decorating the windowsills to comply with the season. We found out that Sue
is a great cook and dishwasher. Audrey takes care of the sanctuary flowers. Pat remembers to order food for the
Deacons Café and Rummage sale bar be que. She puts out order forms for Christmas and Easter flowers as well as
keeping us informed about our budget. The Santa Claus on the left side of the stage was created many years ago by
Kit’s mother. The Fellowship Hall singing Christmas tree comes from the rummage sale.

All Saints Day was a time to walk through our historic cemetery area. Betsy led us in cleaning and restoring the
gravestones. We gathered much information from articles in For Heaven’s Sake written by Jim Van Hooker.

Our church is rich in history, treasures of our members, and memorial gifts.

I, with Pat and Karen are ending our terms as Deacons. Jane Mamur, Ruth Allen and Cheryl Mooney will join the
Deacons. There is room for you.

Marty Tappan, Deacon moderator

martytappan@hotmail.com




WA December Newsletter
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Last Saturday we had our annual Christmas Bazaar and Craft Fair. Lots of folks
turned up to browse and shop.

| want to thank our Senior Saints for decorating our buildings and grounds, setting
up ( and taking down) our tables and chairs. They are always there to help us and we

truly appreciate all they do.

Also a great big thanks to everyone who baked for the Sweet Stop, the goodies
brought in $1,709.

The women who made the shop and treats so inviting to our guests and worked all
day making people happy deserve a round of applause. Also thanks to the Deacons
Cafe team for the delicious lunches and to ShopRite for donating all the food.

The Scouts were helpful to the vendors carrying their wares in before we opened and
spent the rest of the day putting smiles on our faces as they strolled around with
wreaths around their necks.

The West Milford players were kind enough to come and sing carols for everyone in
each building. They were great and helped everyone get into a holiday mood.

The bazaar like our other fund raisers takes a lot of work (it started in July with
contracts being sent to vendors), and lots of people who care about our church come
forward to help. It's a wonderful feeling and | want to thank all of you.

In the coming weeks we will be decorating our beautiful church for Christmas,
restocking Aunt Jenny's Attic and preparing our hearts for Christmas.

May everyone have a Blessed Christmas and enjoy their families and friends.

Merry Christmas, Linda




SUNDAY SCHOOL DOINGS

Our children of Sunday School upon hearing of the teachings of Peter and Paul, that of spreading
the love of Jesus,did so by writing and decorating personal notes that were placed in the
Samaritan Purse-Christmas shoeboxes. Our Confirmation class carried over the theme of spreading
the love of Jesus when the class, lead by Paster Chris, went to Milford Manor to visit Phyllis Wilson.
Phyllis was so happy so receive visitors and told us of how and when she was confirmed in our church almost

70 years age! To further spread the love our classes continues to do collection and coffee hour.

Both classes are now exploring the Advent story. While many of us know the events of the birth of
Baby Jesus it is worth revisiting. Our telling of the Advent story occurs on Sunday, December 21, when

we present the pageant-The Christmas Story. You don't want to miss it!!

IMPORTANT DATES

Saturday, December 20 Pageant rehearsal-9:00 am

Sunday December 21 Pageant- children must be in the classroom
at 8:30

Sunday December 28 Family Service-No Sunday School

Miss Dale and Miss Kathi Wish you a blessed Christmas-May your heart rejoice in the blessings

of Jesus’ birth this Christmas and throughout the year.

Faithfully submitted,

Kathi Enering ‘*’ &
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Church Nursery

Hooray! Our Nursery is now open upstairs, and we hope parents of
young children will take advantage of this wonderful opportunity.

We have caring, dedicated adults volunteering their time to play with,
comfort, and look after your little ones. You are welcome to drop
your child off before the service begins, or bring them up at any
point during the service if they become a bit squirmy. Our nursery
volunteer will either be upstairs or seated in the sanctuary, ready to
head up as soon as they see a family going to the nursery.

We are still looking for a few more volunteers—perhaps just one
Sunday a month or even less. If you feel called to help, we would love

to hear from you!




_ Vr_/ 2026 Virtual

Community
Auction

It is never too soon to start planning for this big fundraiser. Help us fill the deficitin our
budget by making sure this will be the most successful auction event yet to be seen. How

canyou help?

Visit Roberta Schmidt or Betsy Engelhardt to see where your gifts and talents can
best be used. This is a labor-intensive project — dividing up tasks into smaller groups
is a huge help. We’d love to have more join our auction committee.

We love our sponsors — businesses or individuals willing to support our event with a
monetary donation. This provides exposure to the businesses and is a huge boost to
our success. Perhaps you have a personal relationship with a local business —or
your employer may be willing to support the event. Sponsorship sheets can be
obtained from Roberta or Betsy.

Do you have a laptop and are you relatively tech savvy? We need help entering
items into the auction site. Training will be provided.

Is there an experience you would like to share with a small group. These are among
the favorite items on our auction site each year. Sponsor a themed dinner, share
your knowledge of a particular craft you have perfected, lead a hike or kayak tour.
Item donations are welcome — never too soon! They are already accumulating in the
yellow classroom. We ask you to PLEASE include a note that provides your name,
retail price, and short description of the item.

DATES: Auction Preview March 4" and 5
Live Auction March 6" and 7*"
Pick-Up in Fellowship Hall March 8"



PC(USA) Co-Moderator explains ‘The Moses Mistakes’

The Rev. Tony Larson even dons a second beard during closing worship for mid council moderators

Image

November 18, 2025
Mike Ferguson
Presbyterian News Service

LOUISVILLE — Donning a beard briefly to help those in worship accept his character, the Rev. Tony Larson
personified four big mistakes Moses made along the way while leading the people out of enslavement in Egypt
and completing his assignment at the cusp of the Promised Land.

Larson, Co-Moderator of the 226" General Assembly, preached during closing worship of the Moderators
Conference, held Friday and Saturday online and at the Chapel in the Presbyterian Center in Louisville,
Kentucky.

During closing worship, the Rev. Tony Larson put on a second beard to portray Moses.

Before he put on the beard and began preaching, Larson and his fellow Co-Moderator, the Rev. CeCe Armstrong,
anointed those in worship. “God has heard you say ‘here | am,’ and God will be with you,” Larson said.

“I had a decent life once,” Larson said as Moses. “Then | made four catastrophic errors that dragged me into 40
years of the hardest work I've ever done.”

While tending sheep one day, Moses spotted a bush on fire without being consumed. “l should have noted it
and moved on, but | stopped to look at this great sight,” he said. The burning bush made Moses remember some

of his worst behavior, including killing an Egyptian man and hiding his body.

“Something else in those flames: righteous anger, burning injustice at empire’s cruelty,” he said. “God’s anger
burns without being consumed, and then | knew that God had been hearing [the people’s] cries all along.”

“Once your eyes are opened — once you sense God’s anger at injustice — you can’t go back like nothing
happened.”

Moses heard his name being called: “Moses, Moses.” “Not, ‘hey shepherd,”” he said. “| said without thinking,
‘Here | am.' That was mistake number 2. ... The absolute foolishness of responding before you know.”

“God had been watching, listening, knowing all the things | had been trying not to do for 40 years. ... The bush
that burned without being consumed? That was about to be me.”



“I should have cut my losses, but instead | made mistake number three: | asked the question, ‘Who am | that |
should go to pharaoh?"”

“God said, ‘| will be with you,’ which isn’t an answer to my question at all. It was a promise | didn’t know what to
do with,” he said. “l wasn’t being sent to ask pharach nicely, but to challenge the entire logic of empire, which
runs on only the principle of scarcity. God runs on the principle of abundance, God'’s provision.”

“| was called to dismantle pharaoh's hierarchy. Don't ask a question that might reveal what God is about to do,”
he said.

“After making those mistakes, | was on a roll and | thought I’d make another: | went and got involved in other
people’s problems,” he said. “I stood in front of pharaoh and said, ‘Let my people go.’ Pharaoh said, ‘Who is this
God that | should listen?’ It’s always empire’s first move, denial.”

“Pharach made it worse for those enslaved people | came to help,” he said. “The people turned on me, saying
‘We were better off before you showed up. That’s what happens when you get involved in other people’s
problems, especially when they are rolled into empire.”

“Ten plagues, 10 confrontations. Finally we crossed the sea, Miriam danced, and we tasted freedom,” he said.
“Then came 40 years of wandering and 40 years of complaining: ‘At least in Egypt we had good food.”

“At the end of 40 years, | stood on a mountain and looked at the Promised Land, the land | had bean leaning into
my entire life,” he said. Mistake number 4 was getting involved in other people’s problems, and what did it get
me? An unmarked grave in Moab.”

“Don’t make my mistakes, unless you want to see God work, unless you want to see the enslaved become free,
participate in God’s breaking empire’s grip — unless you want your life to mean something beyond comfort and

security.”

“| realize | would make those mistakes again,” he said. “They weren’t mistakes. They were the only real choices |
ever made. ... Those mistakes were when | aligned my life with what was already going on in the world. Yes, it
cost me everything, but | gained the privilege of seeing God’s abundance defeat pharaoh’s scarcity.”

“| never reached the Promised Land, but | spent my whole life moving toward it, and that was enough,” he said.

Stepping out of character and then back into it, Larson told the moderators that as they return to their mid
councils, “you will encounter your own burning bush. Maybe someone is going to offer you the tools of empire.”

“When you see that burning bush and the empire says, ‘take my tools,’ make my mistakes. Ask the questions.
Dig deeper. Get involved. Take on other people’s problems. Stand with the oppressed and refuse to play by
pharaoh’s rules or pick up pharaoh’s tools.”

“It will cost you something, but you will spend your entire life moving toward the Promised Land,” he said.
“Friends, even from this side of the mountain, | can tell you it's enough. It’s more than enough. I'd make the
mistakes again. Go and make it s0.”



NURSERY CARE DURING CHURCH SERVICES
Volunteers Needed!

We are overjoyed to welcome new families into our church
community—celebrating baptisms, membership, and the
sound of little ones filling our halls once again. As our
youngest members grow in number, we are delighted to
reopen the Nursery during Sunday services!

Nurscry

The Nursery provides a safe and caring space where children can play, nap,
and explore while their parents enjoy worship downstairs. Parents may
remain with their child if they wish or drop them off at any time during the
service if needed.

We are seeking adults who are willing to serve one Sunday morning at a time
by supervising the Nursery. You may choose the Sunday that best fits your
schedule. All Nursery volunteers must be Ministry Safe Certified; new
volunteers will simply complete a short online training. (Per Presbytery
guidelines, two certified volunteers must be present each Sunday.)

If no children arrive on your assigned Sunday, you are welcome to return to
the service—just be mindful in case a parent brings a child up partway

through worship. Some parents may also choose to stay in the Nursery with
their little one.

If you are interested in volunfeéring or have any
questions, please contact Roberta Schmidt at
robertaschmidt308@gmail.com or text 973-809-2694

Thank you for helping us care for the youngest members
of our church family!




Join usfor
*BLUE CHRISTMAS

...0 Service @crememﬁmnce ancfﬁqpe,

3:00 PM
Sunday, December 14 -

Community Presbyterian Church
145 Carletondale Rd.
Ringwood, NJ

communitypc.org

~ ‘%ﬁ:‘ " '
*Blue Christmas is a gentle, reflective worship gathering, filled with comfort and hdpﬁ’ " P, ‘ is ..
for those wige are grieving or feeling the weight of loss. It is a purposeful space for Iamahf* b" i._ il
quiet prayer, and remembrance. With scripture, music, candles, and quiet reflection,

we acknowledge our natugal sorrow , while honoring thp'low d ones we miss, ®




West Milford Presbyterian Church
2025 Poinsettia Orders

PLANT SIZE Price each Red Total

8” Pot $15.00

Total Price:

Make check payable to
Board of Deacons
Name:
Phone#
Message:

Note: All orders must be received by Sunday, December 14, 2025. The
message will be in the Christmas Eve bulletins. Please remember that
the poinsettias are used for the evening service and can be picked up
after the service. Any questions; please call the church office. THANK

YOU!
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