~FOR HEAVEN'S SAKE~

Volume 19 Issue 4 April 2026
The Pastor’s Pen - April 2026

Dear Church Family,

As I sit here and write my monthly note to everyone, I am sitting next to a window which is open
with fresh air coming in. We got a couple warm days, but then it dropped right back down again,
probably annoying people more than anything else, but it does seem now that we're finally
coming out of the colder days and hooray for that! I will say that Spring has pretty much taken
the position as my favorite season; I do much prefer the house when the windows can be open for
the fresh air, and being able to do that, often seems to match up pretty well with Palm Sunday
and Easter each year, making it a kind of double lesson about how life renews.

For quite some time, I will say that I thought of Palm Sunday and Easter, as, yes, the most
important holidays on our Christian calendar, with Jesus rising from the grave, proving his
messiahship, but not too much more than that. Palm Sunday was always the joyous occasion
when Jesus was being ushered into the city of Jerusalem, being proclaimed as the new king.
We’ve been following the Gospel of John for the last few weeks, and one of the things that's
different about John's account, is that he lets us know that all of those people who were lining the
streets to see Jesus, had been the same people who had either been in Bethany when Jesus raised
Lazarus from his grave, or had heard about it from those who had been there. All were convinced
that this was the day that they had long been waiting for.

Of course, things didn’t then go the way that most thought they should go after Jesus’ grand
entrance. According to the first three Gospels, Jesus enters the temple grounds and does his best
to upend the market of sacrifices being sold and bought. That literally shocks everyone, and
clearly sets probably more people against him, than for him. The events of Palm Sunday started
off a week that we know as Passion Week, but it was a pretty joyful start nonetheless.

But then it all culminates in the event that changed humanity forever, no matter how you look at
it. According to the first three Gospels, that morning after the Sabbath, three women went to the
tomb, but found it empty, except for an angel who told them of how Jesus had risen from earthly
death. According to John, it was only Mary Magdalene who was at the tomb crying when she
saw it empty, assuming that Jesus’ body had been stolen, but then he himself appears to her.

The versions of the Gospels clearly differ in one way or another, but no one can disagree on the
point that that single miraculous act changed the world forever. Because of the sheer power of
their experience, Jesus’ disciples, after the Pentecost, then did all they could do to spread the
message of Christ. Countless others then came after, working as they felt Christ’s Holy Spirit
leading them, and that all has culminated in belief in Christ as the Messiah having been spread to
every corner of the globe, accounting today for nearly a third of the world’s population.

And that has culminated into the forming of communities of people all around the world, coming
together around something much bigger than themselves; that something is also wonderfully
positive. And the community, if healthy, will live the lessons of those Gospels, which we know



will bring joy and fulfillment to this life, as well as a promise of something even better, in the
world to come.

And all of that is to say, that Palm and Easter Sundays are more than celebrations of Christ’s
celebratory entry to Jerusalem and his rising from the grave. These days are also the celebration
of a New Covenant with God, only this time, not written on stone, but instead in our hearts. It’s
also a celebration of a new way of being in relationship with God and with each other, with the
building of new communities; ones that have hope at the foundation of all that's accomplished.
And these days are celebrations about always remarking on the renewing life that comes to us,
spiritually and practically, at this time of the year. (And I will say that those are blessings that
need to be remarked on.) Easter is the central essence of why we call ourselves followers of
Christ.

May everyone’s Easter celebrations and gatherings be ones that help us to realize all that Christ’s
rising from the grave means to our lives.

Be Good & Do Good,

Pastor Chris



JOYS & CONCERNS

Concerns:

*Flowers on the communion table are in memory of Janet Hugg who passed away on Valentines Day

after a battle with ovarian cancer. Prayers for Bob and her daughters.

*Red is back in Milford Manor after a short stay at Chilton.

* Barbara Nesta is now at Mira Vie after being in the hospital and rehab. She now has pneumonia.
Prayers for her and Red.

*Adeeb has a job interview in Austin, Texas, Prayers that it goods well.

* Jane asking for prayers for the Mideast and the many souls lost. Her nephew Vick and family live
in Iraq.

*Fabio is also asking for prayers for Christian who is starting chemo.

*Racquel is asking for prayers for Troy’s grandfather Bruce who is now in rehab.

*Reilly and family are sad that his cat, Toby was just so sick that he was sent to cat heaven.

*Jan is requesting prayers for her granddaughter Nora. She has a lump on her face and doctor is
not sure what it is. She’s seeing a pediatric ENT tomorrow and will be having an ultrasound. Poor
little girl isn’t even two years old.

*Annette is requesting continuing prayers for her brother Doug. He is in rehab and not doing great,
hasn’t been eating ete.

*Good to see Red back in church,

*Audrey asking for prayers for her sister Rose who is having trouble walking.

* Rich has been suffering with back pain, On Thursday he will have an ablation done. Prayers that it

will deliver 100%.

*Ruth’s daughter Jacqueline is having trouble finding a job. Prayers for her and Adeeb.

*Jane asking for continued prayers for the state of the world. Her nephew in Baghdad is doing ok.

*Wayne Simpson died. His wife Joan was very active in our church.

* Barbara Myers died. She was a member of our church.

* Marge Sheroff a former member of our church is on Hospice, Prayers for all of them and their
families.

*Cindy from ShopRite has an adult son who is in the hospital and has had two surgeries. Prayers

that he will soon be better

*Kit said Bonnie Wilson died, prayers for the family. Sam Thurston has a fractured jaw. Prayers for
a quick recovery.

*Andover animal shelter had a fire and all the animals had to be moved. Many dogs have been

dumped in Sussex, 39 have been found.

*Kathy McGurr asking for prayers for Mark who had an embolus, he and his wife Bonnie have three
children.

* Mary Michelotti’s gister Rebecca has been having some health problems, She is having an

ultrasound tomorrow. Praying she will soon be well.

Joys:

*Great joy and well wishes, Greg and Samantha are engaged.

*Save the date for our fabulous tea party on April 18th.

*Fabio excited that new baby is due in four weeks. We're excited also.

*Joy that there is no snow on the ground.

*Great joy for Nadiim, he is moving to Florida in June so no more long distance relationship.




SESSION’S REFLECTIONS

APRIL 2026
SUBMITTED BY BETSY ENGELHARDT, CLERK OF SESSION

Easter is fast approaching, and much is planned for this holy week.

Palm Sunday, March 29 — Deacons were hard at work preparing the palms

Thursday, April 2 is Maundy Thursday at ORPC — 7 PM service

Good Friday, April 3 will offer a meager meal at 6PM and worship at 7 PM at WMPC

Sunday, April 5— 9 AM Easter service with pancake breakfast following at WMPC
Look for the significance of each event further in this newsletter. Looking forward to great attendance at
these various worship opportunities as we prepare to celebrate — CHRIST IS RISEN INDEED!

You will notice fish banks available on tables outside our Sanctuary. It is One Great Hour Of Sharing time
of year where we have an opportunity to provide offerings that reach programs around the world. Flyers
will be available in our Sunday bulletins to hi-lite some of the great work being accomplished with these
funds. Save your change and give what you can. Offerings will be collected throughout the month of

April.

We are fortunate to sponsor both boy and girl Scout Troop 44. We see these kids grow through the scout
system learning community service and maturing along the way. We are often recipients of Eagle Scout
programs and this year we have 2 projects that will be completed within the next month. Connor Dubois’
project is to revamp the food pantry with new shelving and fresh paint on the walls. The old cabinetry
removed will be installed in Aunt Jenny’s shed to help organize that storage. Throughout April, Sophie
Ferris will be building an outdoor chapel on the lawn where the manse used to sit. Special thanks go to
these two young people for the hard work required in the planning process.

The Auction Committee is excited to report we broke $20,000 in total sales for this year’s Virtual
Community Auction Fundraiser. There will be some fees paid out of this total, but we have some unsold
items posted on eBay for sale — hopefully that will bring in further revenue. We will also be advertising
open seats still available in some of the experiences offered. Consider joining one of these events — they
will be sure to please all in attendance.

Pastor Chris will be organizing a trip for our confirmands in the Spring to tour Akshardham in Robbinsville,
NJ — the second largest Hindu Temple in the world. Once the date is set, the trip will also be open to the
congregation to attend.

SAVE THE DATE: Levite Sunday is April 19 —an opportunity to dress in work clothes and help with work
projects after service. If you are busy that day, projects can also be assigned for completion at your own
convenient schedule. Many hands make light work!! Bagels will be sold by church school kids.




HOLY WEEK SERVICES

On Palm Sunday, Christian worshipers celebrate the triumphant entry of Jesus
Christ into Jerusalem, an event that took place the week before the Lord's
) yAT resurrection. Before he entered the city, he sent two disciples ahead to the
' Swu@, village of Bethphage to look for an unbroken colt: The men brought the colt to
Jesus and placed their cloaks on its back. As Jesus sat on the young donkey,
MARCH 29 - 9 AM he slowly made his humble entrance into Jerusalem. The people greeted Jesus
WMPC enthusiastically, waving palm branches and covering his path with palm
branches. The crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed
ARG TUARY shouted, "Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of

the Lord! Hosanna in the highest heaven!" (Matthew 21:9)

THURSDAY APRIL 2 - 7PM - OAK RIDGE SANCTUARY

Maundy Thursday commemorates the Last Supper, which Christians consider u
the institution of Holy Eucharist, also known as the Lord's supper or T ]'_‘"“5’.')
communion. It is described in the Gospel of Luke, chapter 22, verses 4-20. i

This is my body.. This is my bloed... Given for you. :

Y tmf_(j'

FRIDAY APRIL 3 - 7 PM - HOSTED AT WMPC SANCTUARY
Pastor Chris will offer a traditional Tenebrae service. The purpose of
this service is to remember the somber events that occurred in Jesus'
life, from the story of Christ coming into our lives, the exuberant
entrance into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, his arrest and crucifixion, and
finally the night of Jesus’ burial on Good Friday. We generally leave the
sanctuary after that service in silence.

MEAGER MEAL AT 6 PM IN FELLOWSHIP HALL

EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 5 - 9 AM
— WMPC SANCTUARY - BREAKFAST AFTER WORSHIP
I am the RESURRECTION and the LIFE.
He who believes in me,

bg’f"s Though he may die, he shall live.
M/ And whoever lives and believes in me shall never die.




From the Deacons Corner e trViICe

DEACTR CORRER
UPDATE

Alleluia!

We have had a wintry winter and a prayerful reflective Lent, and now we have
Spring!

We celebrated a joyous Easter. Our service included the Communion, the flowers-
thank you for contributing for the flowers-enhancing the beauty of our sanctuary, the
music and the sermon lesson.

There was even more! We had a Baptism for:
NAMES...
Great Grandchildren of our own Ruth
Grandchildren of our own Sandy Muzzillo
CONGRATULATIONS to all and their family.

On the first Sunday of Lent, | was to be the Reader. But we all remember what
happened; that was the Sunday of the Super Snow and church was by zoom. That
Sunday was also George Washington’s birthday, and | had this story.

When | was in grade school, we studied and read about him. One of the tales was
why George was found with an axe in hand in front of a downed tree. When asked
about it, George said, “l cannot tell a lie. | chopped down that cherry tree.” To honor
the story, our school served cherry pie that day. Want a piece?

Not sure what that has to do with the Deacon’s Corner, but | do know that events
become stories. Through stories we share our hopes, ideals and we certainly sure
our faith in the Risen Christ!

We look forward to May when we celebrate Confirmation Sunday and Mother’s
Day.

See you in Church,

Jane Moser, Moderator
ALLELUIA



WA News

I think we are all hoping to see some consistently warmer
weather and not just the teaser days we’ve had lately.

The Women’s Association is busy working on our wonderful tea
party on April 18th. It is always a lovely afternoon, please join
ls.

We are also very excited that after the pantry redo, Aunt
Jenny’s shed will be getting five cabinets. We have needed
shelving and now we will have them at no cost. It is such a great
thing to recycle. The cabinets were made by Will Connolly for
his Eagle Project a number of years ago. The pantry needed
deep cleaning and painting. Connor did this as his Eagle Project
and installed new wire shelving. We are so happy to have such
great scouts in Troop 44.

After the tea party we will be packing up the attic so that we
can start setting up the clothes for the Rummage Sale. Thanks to
our terrific Senior Saints for constantly organizing the garages
so we can fit more donations in. So many people come into the
Attic and tell us how much they love our rummage sale. It is a
lot of work but means so much for so many.

Happy Spring! Linda
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Your Presence |Is Requested
at The West Milford Presbyterian Church'’s
Queens High Tea

APRIL 18+h AT 2:00PM
$30.00 PER PERSON
TO GET TICKETS CALL 973-728-3081
OR STOP BY AUNT JENNY'S ATTIC

2l DS



Sunday School Doings

Our children discovered the meaning of Holy Week and the joy of the
resurrection and Easter Sunday.

We even had an Easter egg Hunt to celebrate.

The Confirmation Class had a get together with their mentors. We made
chocolate cookies which tasted so much better than they looked! We
played get to know you games and discussed the preparations for
Confirmation. The class has begun writing their Statements Of Faith
and making their stoles with the help of their mentors. On Tuesday April
14, the Confirmation class will be presented to Session by their mentors.
The class will then read their Statements Of Faith, followed by a vote of

acceptance by Session.

April 19 is Levite Sunday, and once again Sunday School will be offering
a bagged bagel lunch. The lunch includes a bagel, a cookie, and piece of
fruit and a bottled water. Please stop by and fuel up before you work to
beatify our church! The profits will go to the Vacation Bible School
program.

Important Dates

April 19 Levite Sunday
May 3 Confirmation Sunday
May 24 Pentecost Sunday-Service at Oak Ridge

Family Service- no Sunday School

Miss Dale and Miss Kathi thank-you for the privilege of sharing the word
of God with your children.

Faithfully submitted,

—~|SUNDAY

Kathi Enering SCHOOL
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Toop PANTRY

April in the Pantry

Thank you so much for dropping off pet food in the pantry
along with the money and checks given in behalf of our furry
friends. Rest assured that all the money collected during last
month has been or will be used for the purpose of keeping the
animals well nourished. Never question the impact of these acts
of kindness and generosity for those who are vulnerable in our
community. Pet owners are filled with gratitude when they pick
up this food.

We can also use your help with items for Easter dinner
bags. Shoprite is offering free hams for Easter after we've spent
$400 from March 1st thru Saturday April 4th, If you aren't
going to use the ham, please consider taking it and dropping it
off in the pantry, In addition, we still need chicken gravy,
chicken stuffing and canned [ruit.

Thank you in advance for anything you can help with.

Lastly, we want to invite you to stop in the newly redone
pantry. This was possible through the Eagle Scout project of
Connor Dubois and the help of scouts, parents, and donations
given to make this transition to a cleaner and brighter pantry
that can serve the larger number of pantry families we have at
the present. Rich Hepp, Howie and others assisted in the
completion of the project. The pantry team thanks all that had
a part in this transformation. Bonnie



WMPC 2026

VIRTUAL COMMUNITY AUCTION
EXPERIENCES STILL AVAILABLE!

Thanks to the generosity and creativity of our congregation, we are able to offer some unique experiences
in our auction catalog every year. These have become very popular and have never disappointed those
who attend. We have unsold seats on some items. Gather a group of friends, plan a date with your
significant other, or just treat yourself to a fun time. Call the church office or see Roberta Schmidt or

Betsy Engelhardt to reserve a spot.

KNITTING LESSONS - $40
Dates & location by mutual
agreement (including zoom)

offered by Janet Sargent includes
everything you need to craft a cozy,
oversized pom-pom hat OR an approved

start to finish. It features four one-hour
private lessons, along with knitting
needles, your choice of yarn color & all
necessary supplies.

This beginner-friendly knitting experience Arias, hosted in his home workshop in West Milford. You'll

beginner’s knitting project suggestion from printed and picked up at a later date). Fabio will also

3-D PRINTING LESSONS - $70/lesson
2 SEATS AVAILABLE - JUNE 13-1pm OR 3pm lesson

Step inside a real working studio for an exclusive, one-on-one
3D Printing lesson & learn with maker and designer Fabio

learn the limits of 3D printing, how to prepare files properly,
and how to set yourself up for success before hitting “print.”
To wrap it all up, you'll create a 3D print of your own (to be

demonstrate how to use a laser cutter, and you’ll design and
make your own custom laser-cut coasters to take home the

same day!

TOUR SKYLANDS BOTANICAL GARDENS - $25/seat
MAY 30~ 10:30 am - 10 SEATS AVAILABLE

Even if you have visited the gardens in the past, you will get a wealth of knowledge and a better
understanding of the area with your talented guide, Marty Tappan. This is Marty’s “happy place”
and her enthusiasm will rub off on you!

CHEESE MAKING - $30/seat

8 SEATS AVAILABLE
April 9 - 7pm - Fellowship Hall

With Mary Macheska as your guide,
you will be making Syrian string
cheese which is similar to regular
string cheese with the addition of
Mahleb (cherry pit powder) and
black caraway seeds into the
warmed mozzarella curd. Have fun
stretching and twising. End the
evening with cheese, crackers, a
little wine, and great fellowship.

FONDU PARTY - $40/SEAT
4 SEATS AVAILABLE - JUNE 19 -5 pm - WARWICK NY

Enjoy an intimate dining experience at Janet & Steve Sargent’s home in
Warwick. Get handed a glass of wine and step into a cozy, curated
evening. Menu includes:

- Classic Swiss Cheese Fondu served with rustic bread, fresh
seasonal vegetables, cured meats, and fruit.

- Belgian Chocolate Cake paired with French Vanilla ice cream.

- Italian Coffee

It's slowing down long enough to dip, taste, laugh, and linger. Perfect
for food lovers, date nights, or a memorable evening with friends.
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Please use the services of these
SPONSORS who generously show their
support to our community and our church.

PREMIER SPONSOR PLATINUM SPONSOR
®
' ' ®) mserra
The Martin Rosm Mmz@ =43 SUPERMARKETS INC.

GOLD SPONSORS

IRISH PUB & RESTAURANT tecHHoma Computer Service

SILVER SPONSORS

Richards ﬁ@f/{éﬂliﬁﬂlﬂd/ «

Funeral Home, Inc.

Way.nc Bedding.

Your Neighborhaod Family Business Since 1985
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Fri, March 6th &

Thank you to all those
& who contributed to the
" Community Virtual

h Auction!

Please be sure to use their services when needed and thank them

1 Club Park Golf

100 Main
Mediterranean
Kitchen

4 Twenty
Somewhere

Ackerman Well
Drilling Co., Inc.

Advanced Dental
Arts

Adventure Sports

Alpine Landscape
Professionals

when you see them!

Amanda and Will
Renner

Amore Italian Pizza

Anthony Franco's
Ristorante and Pizza

Big Mouth Deli

Bowling Green Golf
Club

BSE Mechanical, LLC

Buonasera
Restaurant

Babes, Bags and
Bling

Bagel Town Cafe

Battinelli
Landscaping &
Garden Center

Bob Hugg

Bonnie & Howie
Seufert

Betsy Engelhardt
Cibo e Vino

Coach.com

Crayola Experience

Cyndy Taylor
Cape May MAC




Carol and Bill
Stanhope

Carolyn & Michael
Hashimoto

Cathy & Ken Schopp
Celtic Knot Bar
Dairy Queen Vernon
Dale Hamilton
Dania Messina, Pure
Living
David Kershaw
Dawn Lisa
Dawn Syvertsen
D'Boathaus
Friends of WMPC

Gene and Marty
Tappan

George Stoft
Green Forest Nails

Greenwood Lake
Animal Hospital, LLC

Greenwood Lake
Roasters Craft
Coffee

hand and stone

Harvest Moon
Health and
Nutrition

Iris Nail & Spa

J. Alexander Fine
Jewelers

Janet & Steve
Sargent

Jeff & Sue Elam
Jenti Jewelers
Jessie's Kettle

Jimmy the Barbers
Josephine Krupp

JR'S Screen Printing
& Embroidery

Karen Straub
Kathy Holley
Kit Rusinack

Lake Hopatcong
Cruises

Lake Hopatcong
Foundation, Inc.

Laurie's Candies

Liberty Science
Center

Deb & Don Philip
DeMarco's Pizza
Diamonds by Dawn
Dino’s Deli
Duffy's Tavern
Echo Designs

Eden Farms Il
Garden Center

Elegant Nails
Elite Island Resorts
Fabio Arias
Fran Ehrhardt

Loving Care
Veterinary Hospital

Macopin Pizza
Mary Macheska

Moxie Salon &
Beauty Bar

Mr. Wonton 88

Nature Connection
of West Milford




New Hairizons Hair
Salon

Newfoundland
Dairy Queen

Nicole Niebuhr
Nomad Skyn
Outback Steakhouse
Sandy Smidt
Scott Alexander
Sheena Covert
Shirley Ruggerio
Simplicity Salon
Ski Barn

Skyline
Luncheonette

Stacy Owens
Storybrook Hollow

Sunrise Family
Restaurant

Susan & Jason
Engelhardt

Sussex County
Miners-Skylands
Stadium

Thatcher McGhee's

The Chelsea at Fair
Lawn

The Country
Cottage

The Lunch Lady

The Martin Rosen
Family

The Mysterical
Players - Erika
Crocco

Town Cycle
Trader Joe's

TreEscape Aerial
Adventure Park

Twin Willow Par 3
Golf Course

Urban Air
Adventure Park

Vreeland's Store
Steakhouse

P & W Pumping

Pam McGlashan

Paradiso Day Spa

Pastor Christopher
Doyle

Pat & Don Wright
Penny Vorce
Pop's Bagelry
Red Spot Nails
Rich & Irene Hepp

Roberta & Bill
Schmidt

Salon Eclipse
Sandy Muzzillo
Wayne Bedding

West Milford
Pharmacy

West Milford
Players

West Milford Thai
Restaurant

WMPC BAKERS
WMPC Deacons




Dealing with the messy bits

Kate Trigger Duffert’s stellar sermon comes from Ezekiel’s vision of a valley of dry bones

Image

Kate Trigger Duffert, shown at an August Presbytery of Milwaukee meeting at Grace Presbyterian Church in Beaver Dam,
Wisconsin. (Photo by Rich Copley)

March 19, 2026
Mike Ferguson
Presbyterian News Service

LOUISVILLE — Kate Trigger Duffert, who leads General Assembly Planning, stepped away from those
duties long enough Wednesday to preach during a Chapel Service that included mid council leaders
from across the country receiving their orientation.

Calling her sermon “The Messy Bits,” Duffert preached on Ezekiel 37:1-14, which lays out the prophet’s
vision of a valley of dry bones. We can place ourselves in Ezekiel’s shoes, she said.

“We hear the story and imagine how we might be called to be a prophetic witness to those around us,”
she said. But “if you’re anything like me, you may be feeling a bit more like you are a part of the
multitude of dry bones in the valley.”

We're living in a time where the world seems intent on wearing us down to the bone, she said. “We carry
in our bones the stories of ancestors who were harmed and who harmed. We carry DNA altered by
generation after generation surviving times of sickness, hunger, upheaval and violence.”

“We are bone tired,” she said, “and so today | can’t help but find myself in our story laying out in the
sun-bleached bones.”

And yet, we're people of faith and hope. “We have the benefit of knowing what’s on the other side of
Ezekiel’s vision and the stories of Bible,” she said. We know God takes “what feels tired and useless”

and shapes “life-giving witnesses to the world.”



But unlike the Creation accounts in Genesis, where God “sculpts and forms,” the image given to Ezekiel
“is not one where nothing becomes something.” Instead, God “layers the deeply embodied, physical
components of a person into bones before the spiritis breathed in.”

This new creation doesn’t remain bone, “jingling about like a Halloween decoration clanking bone on
bone,” she said. Instead, Ezekiel’s vision is centered on a step we hope God might have skipped: It's
“the messy bits, the deeply human parts of encountering the sinews, the muscles, the tendons, the
organs and blood and fluids that build upon our bones to make us alive.”

That got Duffert to thinking about the 1999 film “The Mummy,” whose skeleton is enfleshed as the film
goes on. “The stuff of humanity builds upon him like scaffolding until he is finally recognizable as his
former, living self,” she said. “The scenes are not pleasant. ... They are messy, goopy and meant to make
the viewer squeamish.”

As one “feeling like dry bones, | have to say that the idea of being alive and made new is incredibly
appealing,” Duffert said. While the idea of layering on sinews and flesh “does not seem like an
enjoyable way to get there, God-who-can-do-all-things makes it clear that it is a necessary part of the
process. God shows us that if we are to be alive, we must engage with the muck and mire of being
human.”

There are times in the church “when we are so fixated on becoming what God wants us to be that we
forget our embodied humanity,” Duffert said. “We seek to disinfect our stories rather than admitting the
painful truths at play. We will ourselves into the cleanliness of sun-bleached bones, forgetting that
means we are no better than dead.”

But we’re called “to do the human work of being people in community, with all its mess,” she said.
“When we fail to engage with the fullness of our globs of humanity, we choose to stay dry, dead bones.”

The Hebrew word “ruach” means both breath and spirit, “the same breath that is that root of not only
respiration but inspiration,” sharing oxygen and carbon dioxide in a cycle back and forth with all of
Creation. “It’'s when we have taken on the messy work of humanness that we open ourselves up to
God'’s profound inspiration and the community that is Creation,” Duffert said.

She called General Assembly “a place where we are often called into the messiness of human life in
pursuit of God’s newness.” For decades, the Assembly argued “over inclusion of the diverse sexualities
created by God. These conversations were painful, often putting into the center of the fray those who
were most harmed by exclusionary votes.”

“We spent years debating human dignity,” she said, “when we could have been expressing God’s love as
a community.”

No matter how flawed and painful it can feel to debate the worth and value of our neighbors, “that is not
the call to messiness that God has put before us,” she said. “We are not called to debate the dignity of
neighbors whom God has created, claimed, called and loved.”

What we're called to do is speak against injustice, “even when it is difficult,” she said. “We are called to
open ourselves to the vulnerability of being transformed.”



She said she hears from congregations that are witnessing growth “as they minister through the lens of
inclusion. Our churches have been transformed and have become a place where the community can

come to be transformed alongside.”

It’s not just the dry bones being covered in flesh to become living. It’s not just the raised-from-the-dead
Lazarus and the opening of his tomb. “It is the embodied gift of God as one of us, who knows what it is

like to die and become alive again, that reminds us that we are to do this work with its imperfection and
its incompletion again and again and again,” she said. “After all, as Presbyterians we are Reformed and

always reforming.”

Thanks be to God, she said, that we do this work together, and for instilling our dry bones “with the
bravery and capacity to face muck” and “for the inspiration and community that can be found and
found again throughout the course of our lives.”

“For all our messiness, our aches and pains, our flaws and flesh, our breath and lives — thanks be to
God.”
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